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REPORT ON THE XXVIth GENERAL ASSEMBLYof the International Astronomi
al UnionAugust 14-25 2006Prague, Cze
h Republi
by Chair Persons of the National and Lo
al Organizing CommitteesJan Palou�s, Cyril Ron & Jan Vondr�akMar
h 19, 20071 SummaryThe 26th General Assembly of the International Astronomi
al Union (IAU) took pla
e in the Congress CenterPrague, from 14th to 25th August 2006. The 
apital of the Cze
h Republi
 wel
omed the astronomers from allover the world again after 39 years, sin
e the 13th IAU General Assembly was held also in Prague in 1967.The Prague General Assembly was held under the auspi
es of the President of the Cze
h Republi
 V�a
lavKlaus, former President of the Cze
h Republi
 V�a
lav Havel, President of the A
ademy of S
ien
es of theCze
h Republi
 V�a
lav Pa�
es, Lord Mayor of the Capital of Prague Pavel B�em and the Re
tors of the CharlesUniversity in Prague, Cze
h Te
hni
al University in Prague and Masaryk University in Brno.The last IAU General Assembly took pla
e in Sydney, the next ones are being prepared for 2009 in Rio deJaneiro and 2012 in Beijing.Prague wel
omed the astronomers from 73 
ountries who 
ame to dis
uss and evaluate the most re
entdis
overies and observations, to go through fundamental s
ienti�
, te
hni
al and administrative problems andto agree on future international 
ooperation. The topi
s 
overed all astronomi
al dis
iplines, ranging from our
losest neighborhood to the farthest obje
ts of the universe.In total, 2412 astronomers parti
ipated at the General Assembly, out of whi
h there were 540 students and115 seniors (the latter two 
ategories paying substantially lower registration fee). Early registration fee, loweredby about 25 per 
ent, was used by about 85 per 
ent of parti
ipants, 87 persons registered on site. There were208 registered guests, in
luding 38 
hildren younger than 11 years.The program of the General Assembly 
onsisted of 6 symposia (3.5-day long), 17 Joint Dis
ussions (1-2 daylong), 7 Spe
ial Sessions (1-2 day long), the debates of Young Astronomers and Women in Astronomy, andabout 110 business meetings of Divisions, Commissions and Working Groups of the IAU. During the s
ienti�
program almost 650 oral papers were presented and more than 1550 posters displayed. There were also fourInvited Dis
ourses of the leading world astronomers: Jill Tarter (The evolution of life in the Universe), AlanTitle (The magneti
 �eld and its e�e
ts on the solar atmosphere as observed at high resolution), Shuang NanZhang (Similar phenomena at di�erent s
ales: Bla
k holes, Sun, supernovae, galaxies and gala
ti
 
lusters) andReinhard Genzel (The power of new experimental te
hniques in astronomy: Zooming in on the bla
k hole inthe 
enter of the Milky Way). Three presentations of leading astronomers were also made for the Cze
h publi
at the building of the A
ademy of S
ien
es that were interpreted into Cze
h (Jill Tarter, Fran�
oise Combes andReinhard Genzel). 3



The IAU General Assembly tou
hed a major part of a
tual questions of astronomy, astrophysi
s and relateddis
iplines. Among others, small bodies of the Solar System that 
ould 
losely approa
h the Earth, double starsand their role in determining the distan
es in the Universe, star formation, evolution of galaxies, bla
k holes,and new de�nition of a planet in the Solar System were dis
ussed.The parti
ipants 
ould use the Internet 
onne
tion in Internet Room in whi
h both desktop 
omputers andtens of free 
onne
tions for laptop 
omputers were installed. About 1 TB of data was transmitted via this �xednetwork. Thanks to a sponsorship of the T-Mobile CZ 
ompany almost unlimited wireless 
onne
tion was madepossible for those who brought their laptops equipped with WiFi 
ards. In total, 18370 of wireless 
onne
tionsto Internet were used that lasted 15500 hours; about 250 GB of data were transmitted during the whole GeneralAssembly. This 
orresponds to approximately 1800 �fty-minute 
onne
tions ea
h day.A ri
h a

ompanying program was prepared for the parti
ipants that more than 2200 persons utilized.Ex
ept for tours to the most interesting parts of our 
ountry they 
ould take part in the ex
ursion to theOnd�rejov Observatory and in a histori
al 
olloquium \Astronomy in Prague in the Mirror of Centuries".An exhibition was set up in the Congress Center Prague in whi
h 34 
ompanies and institutions fromthe whole world parti
ipated. From the Cze
h Republi
 these were: Astronomi
al Institute of the A
ademyof S
ien
es, Klet' Observatory, Cze
h Spa
e OÆ
e, Cze
h Astronomi
al So
iety, T-Mobile CZ 
ompany andA
ademia publishing house. Among exhibitors, there was also the International Virtual Observatory Allian
e.Every workday a newspaper \Dissertatio 
um Nun
io Sidereo III" was issued that provided a symboli
 linkto the astronomi
al past of the Cze
h Lands when Johannes Kepler published in Prague his work Dissertatio
um Nun
io Sidereo in 1610, and when the newspaper \Dissertatio 
um Nun
io Sidereo II" was issued duringthe Prague IAU General Assembly in 1967.The IAU General Assembly was not open for publi
. However, some parts were transmitted live to theinterned by web-streaming, thanks to a sponsorship provided by MediaStream 
ompany. All sessions thattook pla
e in the Congress Hall were transmitted: Opening and Closing Ceremonies, all four Invited Dis
ourses,dis
ussions and voting on the new de�nition of a planet and the talk by the laureate of Gruber Foundation Prize,John Mather 1. More than 8 thousand spe
tators followed these transmissions during the General Assembly.The most popular was the voting on planet de�nition during the se
ond plenary session whi
h about 5 thousandspe
tators witnessed in real time. All these transmissions are re
orded and are a

essible through the Internet,by January 2007 more than 37 thousand a

esses were re
orded.The introdu
tory Press Conferen
e for Cze
h journalists took pla
e in the building of the A
ademy ofS
ien
es in Prague, before the opening of the General Assembly, on August 10. Daily press 
onferen
es tookpla
e during the meetings, dire
tly in the Congress Center, in whi
h both oÆ
ers of the IAU and importantworld astronomers parti
ipated. The General Assembly was mostly 
overed by the stations of the Cze
h Radio(Radio�zurn�al, Praha, Vltava, Leonardo, �CR 6), but also by the Cze
h press and Cze
h TV whi
h providedservi
e to many TV 
ompanies in abroad. There were 125 domesti
 and 70 international journalists and pressagen
ies a

redited. The eye-witnesses of IAU General Assemblies agreed that this Prague General Assemblyhad the highest publi
ity in the history.Several Cze
h astronomers were honored during the assembly. Kamil Horno
h obtained a prize of the Pa
i�
Astronomi
al So
iety for 2006 for astronomers - amateurs, Zden�ek Sekanina got the Nu�sl prize of the Cze
hAstronomi
al So
iety for his whole-life s
ienti�
 work, the IAU Symposium 240 (Double stars) was dedi
atedto Miroslav Plave
 and the editor of the international s
ienti�
 journal Solar Physi
s organized a festive lun
has a tribute to Zden�ek �Svestka. The 
ongress newspaper remembered in a long arti
le the outstanding Cze
hastrophysi
ist Franti�sek Link whose 100th birthday fell on the se
ond 
ongress day.1In O
tober 2006 John Mather was awarded Nobel Prize in Physi
s.
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2 The Early Years2.1 History of Winning the BidThe �rst 
onsideration of Cze
h astronomers making a bid for obtaining a se
ond IAU General Assembly (GA)in Prague was in the late 1990s. In 1999 the National Committee for Astronomy (NKA) de
ided to issue aninvitation, whi
h was sent to the General Se
retary (GS) of the IAU in De
ember 1999. Thus, the preparationtime for su
h a major 
ongress was about 7 years.A more spe
i�
 
onsideration in
luding the venue and preliminary budget was prepared in 
ooperation withthe professional 
ongress agen
y ICARIS. This proposal, whi
h was supported by the president of the Cze
hRepubli
 V�a
lav Havel, was sent to the IAU in June 2000. The de
ision to hold the 2006 IAU General Assembly(GA26) in Prague was announ
ed after the EC meeting at the IAU General Assembly in Man
hester in August2000.The GS and other members of the Exe
utive Committee (EC) of the IAU visited Prague in May 2001 andinspe
ted the Prague Congress Center (KCP), whi
h was proposed as the GA venue. The se
ond EC visithappened in 2004. Beside the visit in KCP two possible venues for farewell re
eption were shown: the Jesuit
ollege Clementinum and Industrial Pala
e. After a re
ommendation of the EC and dis
ussions by NOC theIndustrial Pala
e was sele
ted. The EC meeting held in Rome June, 2005 de
ided on the s
ienti�
 proposalsfor the program of the Symposia, Joint Dis
ussions and Spe
ial Sessions that would be on agenda of GA26.2.2 Establishment of the National Organizing Committee - NOC2.2.1 The Chairpersons of the NOCIn January 2001 the NKA ele
ted Jan Palou�s as the 
hairperson and Jan Vondr�ak as the vi
e-
hairperson ofthe National Organizing Committee (NOC) of the 26th GA IAU. Their �rst task was to propose before the endof February 2001 other members of the NOC. This proposal was subje
t to an approval by the NKA.2.2.2 NOC membersFollowing the joint proposal of NOC 
hair and vi
e-
hair persons the NKA approved in Mar
h 2001 the followingmembers of the NOC representing the major astronomy Institutions in the Cze
h Republi
:Ji�r�� Bi�
�ak - Institute of Theoreti
al Physi
s, Charles University, Prague;Ji�r�� Borovi�
ka - Astronomi
al Institute, A
ademy of S
ien
es of the Cze
h Republi
, Ond�rejov;So�na Ehlerov�a - Astronomi
al Institute, A
ademy of S
ien
es of the Cze
h Republi
, Prague;Franti�sek F�arn��k - Astronomi
al Institute, A
ademy of S
ien
es of the Cze
h Republi
, Ond�rejov;Ji�r�� Grygar - Institute of Physi
s, A
ademy of S
ien
es of the Cze
h Republi
, Prague;Petr Hadrava - Astronomi
al Institute, A
ademy of S
ien
es of the Cze
h Republi
, Ond�rejov;Petr Harmane
 - Astronomi
al Institute, Charles University, Prague;Petr Heinzel - Astronomi
al Institute, A
ademy of S
ien
es of the Cze
h Republi
, Ond�rejov;Vladim��r Karas - Astronomi
al Institute, Charles University, Prague;Marian Karli
k�y - Astronomi
al Institute, A
ademy of S
ien
es of the Cze
h Republi
, Ond�rejov;Zden�ek Mikul�a�sek - Institute of Theoreti
al Physi
s and Astrophysi
s, Masaryk University, Brno;Jan Palou�s - Chair - Astronomi
al Institute, A
ademy of S
ien
es of the Cze
h Republi
, Prague;Milo�s �Sidli
hovsk�y - Astronomi
al Institute, A
ademy of S
ien
es of the Cze
h Republi
, Prague;Martin �Sol
 - Astronomi
al Institute, Charles University, Prague;Jan Ti
h�a - Klet' Observatory;Jan Vondr�ak - Vi
e-
hair - Astronomi
al Institute, A
ademy of S
ien
es of the Cze
h Republi
, Prague;Marek Wolf - Astronomi
al Institute, Charles University, Prague.5



2.3 Formal HostsThe formal hosts issuing the invitation was NKA of the Cze
h Republi
. However, neither this body nor NOChas the legal subje
tivity in the Cze
h Republi
 enabling to sign 
ontra
ts with providers. In the 
ase of GA26,it was the Astronomi
al Institute of the A
ademy of S
ien
es of the Cze
h Republi
 (AI ASCR) who overtookthe legal responsibility in
luding all the �nan
ial risks.2.4 Finan
ial ba
kgroundThe initial seed funding for printing of the lea
ets with the �rst announ
ement, �rst poster and other materials(see below) was provided by the AI ASCR. There was an appli
ation for the GA26 support pending at theMinistry of Edu
ation, Youth and Sports issued in 2005 for 10 MCZK, however, this appli
ation failed, whi
hwas announ
ed early in 2006. Consequently, it was not possible to de
rease the registration fee to the level below500 EUR, as it was intended in the 
ase of su

ess of the above appli
ation. The only additional funding wasallo
ated by the same Ministry after the 
onferen
e in O
tober 2006, but on a mu
h smaller level, 0.75 MCZK.The main 
onferen
e in
omes were registration fees, a mu
h smaller part was provided by the exhibition, sponsorsand the Ministry of Edu
ation, Youth and Sports. A
ademy of S
ien
es of the Cze
h Republi
 
ontributed withspe
ial travel grants added to the individual grants allo
ated by the IAU.2.5 The Professional Conferen
e Organizer - PCO2.5.1 The Sele
tion Pro
essOne of the most important issues to be de
ided by the NOC was the appointment of a Professional Conferen
eOrganizer (PCO) of the GA. An open tender was announ
ed in April 2001 with a deadline for proposals in May2001. Some �ve PCOs responded to the tender request. The number was redu
ed to two short-list 
andidates,ICARIS and CBT. The sele
tion was done in the end of May with the following result: the travel agen
y CBT.(Congress Bussiness Travel) was the main partner providing all the ne
essary parts of the 
onferen
e ex
ept theNewspaper, Program and Abstra
t books and distribution of the last minute 
hanges in the program, whi
h wasattributed to the 
ongress agen
y ICARIS. Originally, ICARIS should guarantee also the Internet 
onne
tionat the 
onferen
e venue, but this was later provided by another partner.2.5.2 Contra
tsA s
heme of 
ontra
ts has been developed during 2001 and 2002. The main 
ontra
t was signed between AIASCR and CBT with the statement that an eventual negative �nan
ial result will be 
overed from the budget ofthe AI ASCR. Another 
ontra
t �xed ICARIS as a sub-provider of spe
i�
 parts of the GA IAU. AI ASCR a
tsin this 
ontra
t between CBT and ICARIS as re
eiver approving that a servi
e was provided properly. Another
ontra
t was signed between KCP and CBT. The details of 
ontra
ts were subje
t to 
ontinuous 
hanges andupgrades, so that 
hanging requirements and spe
i�
 requests of the 
onferen
e 
ould be ful�lled.2.6 Sele
tion of the VenueSin
e the very beginning it was apparent that the only pla
e in Prague able to host the GA IAU with estimated2500 parti
ipants is the KCP. This venue hosted re
ently su
h large events as the summit 
onferen
es of theInternational Monetary Fund (2001) or NATO (2002). In 2006 still no other similar pla
e existed in Prague.2.6.1 The BookingNOC visited several times the KCP during 2001. In November the GS IAU Hans Ri
kman and AGS IAUOddbj�rn Engvold a

ompanied by the se
retary Monique Orine visited the KCP. They were impressed withthe size and s
ope of the fa
ilities and the possibilities o�ered by the venue and the pro
ess of room reservation6



and allo
ation of spe
i�
 events started. In 2002, the 
ontra
t on the room reservations and other servi
esbetween KCP and CBT was signed. It spe
i�ed the dates of the GA and the ex
lusivity, i.g. there will be noother a
tion during our dates in the building. One of the major halls, the Forum Hall (
apa
ity 700), was leftas a reserve, and it was in
luded to the budget only later in 2005.2.7 Development of the LogoIn 2002, the Logo of the 26th GA IAU has been proposed in a graphi
al studio by Eli�ska Konopisk�a. The NOCsele
ted from several variants and approved the �nal version, whi
h was used sin
e the De
ember 2002 on the
onferen
e poster, the 'Expression of Interest' lea
et, and on other materials.

2.8 First Announ
ementThe First announ
ement with the information on the 26th GA IAU in Prague in the Cze
h Republi
 and onthe GA venue was produ
ed early in 2003. This lea
et announ
ed that the website www.astronomy2006.
omexists and that it would be 
ontinually updated with the information on the a

ommodation, s
ienti�
 program,tourist program et
. The 
onta
t to the 
onferen
e se
retariat CBT was given, and the Expression of Interestreturn lea
et was in
luded.2.9 ...are there frogs there too?As a part of the promotion of the future GA in Prague the poem '...are there frogs there too' by Jan Neruda wastranslated during �rst half of 2003 from Cze
h to English by Robert Russel and illustrated by Lud�ek B�arta. JanNeruda, Cze
h poet, writer and journalist born in Prague, grew up in a 
olourful part of the old Prague 
alledMal�a Strana (Lesser Town). Neruda's poetry work Cosmi
 Songs (1878) was inspired by modern astronomy.2.10 A movie: 'Astronomy in the Cze
h Republi
'As another part of the GA promotion, the 31 min. movie 'Astronomy in the Cze
h Republi
' was produ
edearly in 2003. The history starting from Ty
ho Brahe and Johannes Kepler in
luding the time of Jesuit CollegeClementinum is represented there. The 
ontemporary major astronomi
al pla
es in the Cze
h Republi
 areintrodu
ed with its instruments and prin
ipal proje
ts.7



2.11 Publi
ity at the 25th GA in SydneyThe NOC re
ognized that good publi
ity at the 25th General Assembly in Sydney was important to whet theappetites of astronomers to 
ome to the Cze
h Republi
. A display about the Prague GA, whi
h in
luded largeposters with the GA26th logo and a 
ontinuous video presentation in
luding the movie 'Astronomy in the Cze
hRepubli
' and other movies showing the tourism potential of the 
ountry, was set up in the display stand ofthe next GA provided by to us by Sydney GA organizers free of 
harge. The area was well attended, the Firstannoun
ement was distributed there together with the booklet '...are there frogs there too'.To have an idea on the framework of the GA IAU, two CBT sta� members also attended the event. Thisexperien
es from Sydney meeting were extremely valuable to the NOC and CBT in framing its approa
h toorganizing su
h a 
omplex event in Prague.Attending NOC members met with the IAU Exe
utive Committee during a session where the Co-Chairs ofthe Sydney Lo
al Organizing Committee presented their interim report. At the Closing Ceremony, Jan Palou�sinvited the 25th GA parti
ipants to the next GA IAU in Prague. He gave a presentation enhan
ed by images(in
luding some of his own astronomi
al images) of Cze
h Republi
, Prague and Cze
h astronomy.3 The Later Years3.1 Formation of the LOCAt a meeting in O
tober 2004, the NOC appointed the LOC for the 26th GA IAU. It 
onsisted of the followingpersons: L. �Cervinka (ICARIS), Z. Dienstbierov�a (AI ASCR), J. Palou�s (ASCR), R. Pla�
ek (AI ASCR), P.Su
han (AI ASCR), C. Ron - Chair-person (AI ASCR), M. �Senderov�a (CBT), Z. Tesa�rov�a (CBT), J. Ti
h�a(Klet' Observatory), J. Vondr�ak (AI ASCR), M. Wolf (AI UK).3.2 Meetings of NOC, LOC, CBT, I
aris and KCPThere were 22 meetings of the NOC & LOC before the beginning of GA. These meeting solved various tasks andproblems of the GA. At some of the meetings also other representatives of CBT and ICARIS travel agen
ies wereattending. Di�erent members of SOC/LOC visited the KCP to dis
uss the budget, IT, networking, 
atering,et
.3.3 EC meeting in April 2005 in RomeThe 
hair NOC was invited to a part of the EC IAU meeting in April 2005 at Monte Mario Observatory inRome, whi
h was the same day when the new pope was ele
ted. There, the EC de
ided on the proposals of theSymposia, Joint Dis
ussions (JD) and Spe
ial Sessions (SPS) of the 26th GA in Prague, whi
h was announ
ed tothe 
hair NOC, who reported on the status of preparations, on the GA venue and on the level of the registrationfee. It was made 
lear, that without a major sponsor, and assuming 2500 parti
ipants, the registration fee levelhas to be �550 EUR. This level has been approved by EC IAU. Another �nan
ial diÆ
ulty was the 
hangingex
hange rate of the Cze
h Crown (CZK), whi
h was steadily rising over seven years of GA preparation. ChairNOC explained that it is ne
essary to �x the registration fee in CZK, sin
e the main spending are in this
urren
y. This was also approved by the EC.As 
on
erns the framework of the program, several symposia, JD and other meetings attra
ting similargroups of spe
ialists overlapped in time. This resulted in a dilution of the speakers and of the audien
e, sin
eno one 
an parti
ipate two events in parallel.
8



3.4 Communi
ating with SOCs of individual eventsThe SOC's of the approved Symposia 235 - 240, JD 1 - 17, and SPS 1 - 7 started to prepare the detailedprogram of individual events. The 
onta
t between separate SOC's was established via IAU. The names andaddresses of the SOC's 
hair-persons have been published in the IAU Bulletin. However, in our opinion, more
ommuni
ation and ex
hanges of preliminary programs, lists of key-note speakers and other information on theorganization would be very wel
ome. It should be better organized in the 
ase of future GA.3.5 Room allo
ationAllo
ation of rooms for individual events was done in 
ooperation between NOC/LOC - IAU se
retariat inParis - CBT. It was a subje
t of 
ontinuous 
hanges and in
reasing requests from di�erent IAU Divisions, IAUCommissions, and groups interested to organize a meeting in Prague. The �nal limit was the total 
apa
ity ofthe KCP, whi
h was used to its maximum. Some days there were 18 meetings in parallel.3.6 General Assembly WebsiteThe GA26 website http://www.astronomy2006.
omwas originally set up by CBT via Graphi
 Studio VLADOin 2003, just before the 25th General Assembly in Sydney in the very simple form. Only the general informationon the venue, the 
onta
t to the NOC, IAU and GA se
retariat and the pre-registration form have been provided.Up to the start of the on-line registration, more than 750 parti
ipants had been pre-registered. Thus LOC wasable to inform them about the start of the on-line registration.The website has been substantially updated on November 9, 2005. The following items have been put onit: the important dates, the on-line registration form, the on-line abstra
t submission form, information onexhibition and sponsors, visa information and the s
ienti�
 program with links to the list of registered abstra
tsand websites of individual s
ienti�
 events. Sin
e De
ember 2005 the link to: the IAU grant appli
ation, theon-line form to order the pro
eedings for spe
ial redu
ed pri
e, the on-line registration form of a

ommodation,and the on-line registration of the so
ial program & tours have been added. The website has been updated
ontinuously and all substantial 
hanges were announ
ed on the News page.Sin
e the end of April 2006, the RSS Feed has been provided on the GA26 website. The parti
ipants werethen highlighted on the news and 
hanges on the website through their RSS Feed Reader dire
tly. The asso
iatedpages at the server astro.
as.
z were hosted and maintained either by Cyril Ron or by Mi
hal Bursa. They
ontained all information provided for the SOCs: the easier a

ess to the text of abstra
ts, the email addressesof the authors, et
. The email addresses of the registered parti
ipants were also available to the SOCs in theform of the se
ured RSS feed.The website provided the most e�e
tive means of the NOC to distribute information to potential GAparti
ipants. The NOC have got ready a

ess to the email list of IAU members as a feed-ba
k of the last GAin Sydney Report. It is re
ommended that in the organization of future GAs, the NOC should be given anup-to-date 
opy of the IAU email address list.The statisti
s of the a

esses to the GA26 website in 2006 is shown in the following table:(see http://www.astronomy2006.
om/stat for more information)
9



Month Unique Number of Pages Hits Bandwidthvisitors visitsJan 4719 6708 43161 191980 2.28 GBFeb 4484 6821 40380 199659 1.95 GBMar 4902 7885 43572 221310 2.23 GBApr 6095 11180 75507 355225 3.77 GBMay 8695 21102 164407 687745 8.87 GBJun 8213 19481 110172 529919 6.77 GBJul 8279 19351 108757 517538 7.04 GBAug 52195 84966 420703 2595590 31.55 GBSep 10452 18835 73870 346455 5.24 GBO
t 6366 10953 40950 191531 3.01 GBNov 5431 8878 33464 188974 4.22 GBDe
 4378 7465 32000 153922 3.50 GBTotal 124209 223625 1186943 6179848 80.44 GB3.7 SponsorsIn January 2005 letters together with preliminary appli
ation forms were distributed to 470 addresses, later inJune 2005 bro
hures for sponsors and exhibitors were sent to 250 addresses by regular mail and to 470 addressesby e-mail. The list of exhibitors is given in se
tion 5.3.A
ademy of S
ien
es of the Cze
h Re-publi
Ameri
an Astronomi
al So
iety sponsor of Program BookAstronomi
al Institute of A
ademy ofS
ien
es of the Cze
h Republi
Astronomy & Astrophysi
s sponsor of PostersAuroton sponsor of Internet RoomESO / IVOA sponsor of Internet Servi
esMediaStream sponsor of the High Speed Internet Conne
tion and WebVideo StreamingNational A
ademy of S
ien
es sponsor of Young Astronomers and Women in AstronomyMeetingsOÆ
e of Naval Resear
h sponsor of Young Astronomers and Women in AstronomyMeetingsPeter Gruber Foundation sponsor of Inaugural CeremonyT-Mobile sponsor of Wireless Internet A

essUnited Nations OÆ
e for Outer Spa
eA�airs3.8 Registration FeeThe originally proposed registration fee, resulting from the very �rst preliminary budget sent to IAU GeneralSe
retary in June 2000, was only 345 USD. It was based on the estimated total expenditures of the GeneralAssembly for 2500 parti
ipants of about 34 million CZK and the rate of ex
hange of about 40CZK/USD thatwas valid at that time. However, two disadvantageous moments played a very negative role in the evolution ofthe registration fee level during the 6 years pre
eding the General Assembly, the �rst one being dominant:� Unexpe
tedly rapid evolution of the rate of ex
hange between the Cze
h Crown and both US dollar andEuro; the Cze
h Crown steadily grew stronger and stronger from about 40CZK/USD and 35CZK/EURin 2000 to some 22CZK/USD and 28CZK/EUR in August 2006, respe
tively.10



� The growing IAU requirements for more and more rooms and asso
iated servi
es needed in the KCP, sothat the total expenditures expressed in CZK grew from the original expe
tation of 34 million to �nalalmost 40 million.From this follows that the main 
ause for the relatively high registration fee (with respe
t to what weexpe
ted in the preliminary budget) was the evolution of USD and EUR with respe
t to CZK.At all times the NOC and CBT did their best to keep the expenditures of all servi
es as low as possible,by permanent negotiations with all providers, mainly the KCP. In view of this unhappy evolution, and alsobe
ause of the fa
t that all 
ontra
ts were signed with pri
es �xed in CZK, we de
ided well before the GA to�x the registration fee in CZK. This strategy was approved by the IAU EC in April 2005.Thus the registration fee for regular parti
ipants was �xed to 16500CZK (early registration, before May 31)and 20500CZK (after that date); we allowed a substantially lower fee for registered guests (4500 and 6500 CZKrespe
tively), and also for the students (under 35) and seniors (above 70) for 4500 and 5500 CZK, respe
tively. Aspe
ial redu
ed registration fee was also granted for a limited number of parti
ipants, ful�lling spe
i�
 
onditions(see se
tion Spe
ial Registration Fee below).3.9 Spe
ial Registration FeeEarly in 2006 a strong pressure from Jay Passa
ho�, the president of Commission 46 and 
o-
hair of Spe
ialSession 2 started to allow a redu
ed fee also for the "tea
hers". Sin
e this was a very vague de�nition (most ofthe astronomers are in a way tea
hers) that 
ould eventually lead to a substantial hole in the budget, we wereopposing this. There were also proposals from other potential parti
ipants, requiring a lower fee for those whowished to attend only a small part of the GA (one or two-day registration fee).After lengthy dis
ussions with the IAU General Se
retary we �nally de
ided to allow a spe
ial registration fee(equal to student/senior fee) for a limited number of non- astronomers, non-members of the IAU, who wished toparti
ipate only in a spe
i�
 and short (typi
ally one or two day long) session. Their appli
ation, 
ontaining a
lear de
laration that they would not attend any other session, had to be addressed to the vi
e-
hair of the NOC,together with a re
ommendation by the 
hairperson of the session in question. The deadline for sending theappli
ation was originally set to April 9 (identi
al with the one for IAU grants), but later on it was postponedto May 31 (identi
al with the early registration).21 su
h appli
ations arrived, 4 of whi
h were refused be
ause the appli
ants either re
eived an IAU grant forthe whole GA, or were students and had to pay a redu
ed fee anyway. They attended JD11 (1), Commission50 Business Session (3), SPS 2 (10) and SPS 3 (3).3.10 Invited SpeakersThere were four Invited Dis
ourses by Jill Tarter, Shuang Nan Zhang, Alan Title and Reinhard Genzel. Theseinvited speakers did not pay the registration fee. In the 
ase of other key-note and invited speakers to theSymposia, JD and SPS, the level of �nan
ial support was 
overed from the �nan
es of the event provided bythe IAU a

ording to SOC's re
ommendations.3.11 IAU and other Travel GrantsThe IAU grants were distributed by the GS IAU upon re
ommendations of the SOC's of individual eventsfollowing the general IAU rules for grant allo
ations. It 
overed in some 
ases the registration fee and otherexpenses like a

ommodation and travel, however, in many 
ases only partially. Additional grants of theA
ademy of S
ien
es of the Cze
h Republi
 were distributed by the NOC 
overing the a

ommodation expenseand the per diem.
11



3.12 Abstra
tsThe full ele
troni
 treatment of abstra
ts was initially planned to be prepared by one of our professionalorganizers, ICARIS. However, at the time of the se
ond EC visit in November 2004 in Prague, the detailedtreatment of abstra
ts was not demonstrated. GS requested a test with one abstra
t to see how it wouldbe pro
essed, whi
h was not possible. GS IAU de
ided that IAU would order this servi
e from a professionalprovider Oxford Abstra
ts (OA) and that IAU will 
over this servi
e �nan
ially. OA should prepare the abstra
tsfor evaluation by SOC's and also the pdf version of all the abstra
ts for print of the Abstra
t Book.But this servi
e by OA was user unfriendly and rather rudimentary and it was ne
essary to devote a lot ofadditional work to display the abstra
ts on the GA website in a more user friendly form, to help the SOC'swith reviewing and to prepare the Abstra
t Book for print. However, sin
e ICARIS was ex
luded from thise�e
ts, all the load was on GS IAU and NOC/LOC (Cyril Ron, CBT and subproviders). When we asked theOA for minor 
hanges, they answered immediately and they did well what we asked them for. But, if asked fora substantial 
hange, they refused to pro
eed without new negotiation with the IAU. It was very un
omfortablesituation.The main problems of the OA servi
e 
an be identi�ed as:1. OA a

epted only MS Word �les. For many astronomers it was an unsolvable problem, in parti
ular forthose who used the Sun ma
hines, or Ma
s, or even PC's with Linux.2. The abstra
ts had to be submitted as MS Word �les using the OA template, but the system did not 
he
kif the author really used the template and observed the rules. As a result, about 15% of the abstra
ts weresubmitted in other formats (LATEX, open oÆ
e, plain text - it would be the best solution, abiword, LATEX,StaroÆ
e, pdf, . . . ) than MS Word! At �rst, we asked the authors to set the �les right, but afterwardswe had to do it ourselves (Cyril Ron, and in some 
ases the SOCs 
hairpersons themselves).3. It was in
onvenient to put the MS Word �les on the web as one had to 
li
k on the link and then theMS Word program started to show the abstra
t. The body of an abstra
t 
ontained neither the author'sname, nor aÆliation, only the title and the text of abstra
t. The other information was present somewherein the data base but not a

essible from the Internet. Thus to show all the abstra
ts on the GA web sitewe had to transform the parti
ular MS Word �les to the plain text and html, respe
tively. We produ
eda linux s
ript that made this automati
ally on
e per week (we used the wvText and wvHtml pro
eduresof linux). Later on, our Web designers (Graphi
 studio VLADO) 
onta
ted the OA and negotiated withthem the RSS Feed (the window into their database) to be able to get more information to be shown onthe GA web site, but we never obtained everything that we asked for.4. The Abstra
t Book preparation was the nightmare of IAU General Se
retary, Oddbj�rn Engvold. OAprovided only the individual MS Word �les for ea
h abstra
t. Only the immense joint e�ort of Oddbj�rnEngvold and Cyril Ron guaranteed that the �nal printable pdf �le of the Abstra
t Book was preparedfor printing in time. The main problem, and in several 
ases an unsolvable one, was the non
halan
e ofsubmitters, as they did not follow the instru
tions for the abstra
t preparation.After the GA, in De
ember 2006, the web designer (VLADO) and professional organizer CBT presented tothe IAU their joint proje
t of an advan
ed model of a software 
ustom built for IAU based on their experien
e(both bad and good) with the OA.3.13 VisasVisitors from non-EU 
ountries had to possess a passport valid for at least the next 3 months. Parti
ipantsrequiring a visa had to apply immediately to the nearest 
onsular oÆ
e or a diplomati
 mission of the Cze
hRepubli
 in order to avoid a delayed arrival to the Conferen
e. They were warned that the visa appli
ationpro
edure 
ould take up to two months. It was not possible to obtain visa at the border or Prague Airport.12



For more information and addresses of the Cze
h embassies the parti
ipants were instru
ted to visit the webpage of Ministry of Foreign A�airs of the Cze
h Republi
 - www.mzv.
z (English version). The "Appli
ationfor the Cze
h Visa" was available on the web page in ele
troni
 version, too.In some 
ases a personal intervention of the NOC 
hair-person at the Embassies of the Cze
h Republi
 inVietnam, India, Iran and other pla
es was ne
essary to speed up the pro
ess of obtaining the visa.3.14 A

ommodationDue to a large number of expe
ted parti
ipants, and due to the popularity of Prague as a tourist destination,it was important to book a

ommodation in Hotels and Colleges well in advan
e. Therefore, the �rst bookingwere made by CBT in Mar
h 2004 when a total of 2 360 rooms were pre-booked (superior 360, �rst 
lass500, moderate 700, tourist 300, hostels 500). The stru
ture of the hotel rooms has been 
hanged following theremarks of IAU exe
utive to have more 
heaper rooms (800 rooms in hostels and student dormitories).Des
riptions of the hotels, apartments and university 
olleges listed in the Registration Form were in
ludedon the GA website. The booking of a

ommodation was provided through the web site, whi
h was 
onne
ted tothe registration form on the web. The pri
e per night of the hotels and apartments ranged from 15 -230 EUR.The �rst booking has been done in January 2006, the highest frequen
y of booking has been in June and July2006.One night deposit was required in advan
e to guarantee the booking for 5* and 4* hotels. Full prepaymentwas required in advan
e to guarantee the booking for lower 
ategory hotels in
luding 3* 
ategory, and hostels.Upon re
eipt of the full prepayment the Conferen
e Se
retariat issued the Hotel Vou
her and sent it to theparti
ipant. This Vou
her had to be presented at the re
eption of the respe
tive hotel upon arrival. Thereappeared 
omplaints about these 
onditions and espe
ially about the 
omplete prepayment of the whole stay.For that reason the full prepayment has been 
hanged to one night deposit sin
e July 1.3.14.1 Can
ellationThe following 
onditions have been de
lared on the web pages 
on
erning 
an
ellation of the a

ommodation:� before July 28, 2006 - full refund;� before August 8, 2006 - 30% from the total pri
e not refunded;� 3 days prior to the arrival - 50% from the total pri
e not refunded;� 2 days prior to the arrival or less - no refund.All the refunds have been pro
essed after the Conferen
e in 2006.3.14.2 Final statisti
s of the a

ommodationThere were booked 1,243 rooms in 36 hotels or hostels through the GA website. The average stay in thesehotels has been 7-8 days. The �nal a

ommodation numbers were:5* 196 rooms4* 3253* 5672* 62hostels 93
13



Other a

ommodation Sixty �ve astronomers who have re
eived the grant of A
ademy of S
ien
es of theCze
h Republi
 were a

ommodated in the a
ademi
 pensions 'Villa Lanna' and 'Na Marn�e' and in a Universityhostel. Several guests have been a

ommodated in the lodging houses of the Astronomi
al Institute either inPrague or at the Ond�rejov observatory.Of 
ourse, many astronomers 
hose the a

ommodation by their own.3.15 DeadlinesApril 9, 2006 Appli
ation for IAU grant 
losesApril 30, 2006 Deadline for appli
ation for the Fellowships of the Peter Gruber FoundationMay 10, 2006 Noti�
ation of IAU grantMay 31, 2006 End of early registrationJune 1, 2006 Re
ommended deadline for hotel bookingJune 26, 2006 End of abstra
t submissionJune 30, 2006 Re
ommended registration for Media A

reditationJuly 31, 2006 Re
ommended deadline for registration to Farewell Re
eptionAugust 7, 2006 End of late registration - after this date only on-site registration is possibleAugust 7, 2006 Deadline for the on-line Pro
eedings requests - after this date the pur
hase will be availableonly on the spot at the KCPAugust 7, 2006 Deadline for the on-line So
ial & Tourist Program requests - after this date the limitednumber of the ti
kets will be available only on-siteAugust 10, 2006 Deadline for the on-line booking of a

ommodation.August 12, 2006 On-site registration was open. For those, who registered early during the weekend 12 - 13August, 2006, a lottery was organized. The 3 winners got ti
kets for the dinner for 2 persons at the seeingtower at �Zi�zkov, Prague.4 IAU 26th General Assembly4.1 Registration4.1.1 Conferen
e KitAt the registration, the parti
ipants were provided with a GA Conferen
e Kit 
ontaining: the Program Book,the Abstra
t Book, the List of Parti
ipants and several other items su
h as name badge 
over, List of Exhibitors(in
l. the Exhibition Floor-Plan), Instru
tions for Speakers, Instru
tions for WiFi Conne
tion, map of Prague,bro
hure - Astronomi
al Prague by Martin �Sol
, list of restaurants surrounding KCP, a pen
il, a notepad,information about lun
hes / ZOOM Restaurant, a booklet on Prague, and a booklet on Astronomi
al Instituteof the A
ademy of S
ien
es of the Cze
h Republi
. Other items inserted were lea
ets of Bla
kwell Publishing,Cambridge S
ien
e Publishers, Cambridge University Press, Wiley VCH Verlag, 18th Conferen
e on GeneralRelativity and Gravitation, and XXIII Texas Symposium on Relativisti
 Astrophysi
s.A spe
ial CD with the presentation ASTRO 2001 in English and German version was distributed to parti
-ipants separately.
14



4.1.2 Registration BadgesBadges worn by GA parti
ipants were 
olor-
oded a

ording to 
ategory:IAU member BlueInvited Parti
ipant GreenRegistered Guest (in
luding 
hildren) YellowNOC/LOC Sta� BrownMedia/Press OrangeExhibitor Light BlueExe
utive Committee & IAU Sta� GoldVisitor PinkSpe
ial Category Bla
k4.2 S
ienti�
 Program INVITED DISCOURSESID1 Jill Tarter: "The Evolution of Life in the Universe" 1109ID2 Alan Title: "The Magneti
 Field and its E�e
ts on the Solar Atmosphere as Ob-served at High Resolution" 590ID3 Shuang Nan Zhang: "Similar phenomena at di�erent s
ales: Bla
k Holes, Sun,Supernovae, Galaxies and Galaxy Clusters" 779ID4 Reinhard Genzel: "The power of new experimental te
hniques in astronomy:Zooming in on the bla
k hole in the Center of the Milky Way" 928SYMPOSIAS235 Evolution of Galaxies a
ross the Hubble Time 807S236 Near Earth Obje
ts, our Celestial Neighbors: Opportunity and Risk 396S237 Triggered Star Formation in a Turbulent ISM 489S238 Bla
k Holes: from Stars to Galaxies - a
ross the Range of Masses 603S239 Conve
tion in Astrophysi
s 300S240 Binary Stars as Criti
al Tools and Tests in Modern Astrophysi
s 498JOINT DISCUSSIONSJD01 Parti
le A

eleration - from Solar System to AGN 241JD02 Pulsar Emission and Related Phenomena 202JD03 Solar A
tive Regions and 3D Magneti
 Stru
ture 237JD04 The Ultraviolet Universe: Stars from Birth to Death 337JD05 Calibrating the Top of the Stellar M-L Relation 199JD06 Neutron Stars and Bla
k Holes in Star Clusters 330JD07 The Universe at z>6 532JD08 Solar and Stellar A
tivity Cy
les 318JD09 Supernovae: One Millennium after SN1006 293JD10 Progress in Planetary Exploration Missions 307JD11 Pre-Solar Grains as Astrophysi
al Tools 137JD12 Long Wavelength Astrophysi
s 279JD13 Exploiting Large Surveys for Gala
ti
 Astronomy 365JD14 Modelling Dense Stellar Systems 203JD15 New Cosmology Results from the Spizer Spa
e Teles
ope 425JD16 Nomen
lature, Pre
ession and New Models in Fundamental Astronomy 203JD17 Highlights of Re
ent Progress in the Seismology of the Sun and Sun-like Stars 20215



SPECIAL SESSIONSSPS1 Astronomi
al Fa
ilities of the Next De
ade 732SPS2 Innovation in Tea
hing/Learning Astronomy Methods 400SPS3 The Virtual Observatory in A
tion: New S
ien
e, New Te
hnology, and Next Gener-ation Fa
ilities 501SPS4 "Hot Topi
s" 299SPS5 Astronomy for the Developing World 280SPS6 Astronomi
al Data Management 292SPS7 Astronomy in Antar
ti
a 250At the r.h.s. the numbers of those parti
ipants are given, who assigned the event at the registration form.
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4.3 Opening CeremonyConsiderable e�ort was put into the planning of the Inaugural 
eremony. The program and performers weredis
ussed at the NOC/LOC meetings during more than one year. The �nal s
enario was worked out by Mrs.Monika �Senderov�a of CBT.The formal GA opening 
eremony on Tuesday, August 15, 2006 was held in the Congress Hall of KCP withan audien
e of about 2,000 people.Master of Ceremonies: Jan Palou�s, Chairman of NOCOpening of the XXVIth GA: Ronald D. Ekers, President of IAU 2003-2006Anthem of the Cze
h Republi
: Lesser Town Singers2Attending: V�a
lav Mrave
, Head of the International Depart-ment of the OÆ
e of the President of the Cze
h Re-publi
 V�a
lav KlausOÆ
ial Addresses: Milo�s Gregar, Representative of the town PragueV�a
lav Pa�
es, President of A
ademy of S
ien
es ofthe Cze
h Republi
Jana Musilov�a, Vi
e-Re
tor, Masaryk University inBrnoJan Bedn�a�r, Vi
e-Re
tor, Charles University inPragueV�a
lav Havl���
ek, Re
tor, Cze
h Te
hni
al Universityin PragueWel
ome after 39 years: Lubo�s Perek, Emeritus, AI ASCR.Performan
e: Children's Traditional Ensemble \Ros�enka"3Presentation of the 2006 Cosmology Prize: Peter Gruber FoundationPerforman
e: Lesser Town SingersAstronomy in Prague: From the Past to thePresent: Alena Hadravov�a Resear
h Center for the History ofS
ien
es and HumanitiesThe Peter Gruber Foundation presents international prizes in Cosmology, Geneti
s, Neuros
ien
e, Justi
e,and Women's Rights. Ea
h prize is valued this year at US $250,000. The Foundation's goal is to re
ognize,honour, and en
ourage individuals who have transformed their �elds, and by shining a Spotlight on them,en
ourage others to follow in their footsteps. The Foundation, in 
ooperation with the IAU, also re
ognizespromising young investigators in 
osmology every three years.The Opening 
eremony was followed by the Session I of IAU General Assembly and the Co
ktail in theexhibition area, respe
tively. The exhibition area provided a wonderful view almost of the whole Prague.The 
ost of the Opening has been in
luded in the registration fee. Pri
e per extra ti
ket was CZK 400(approx. 14 EUR).2Lesser Town Singers: was established in 1996 as a group of �fteen young musi
al enthusiasts { mostly students of variousPrague high s
hools. After relatively short period of existen
e, they have built a large repertoire 
on
entrating on spiritual musi
from di�erent histori
al periods and 
ountries, as well as on lighter genres (swing and jazz). In the following years they have enjoyedthe opportunity to sing in various 
ities, 
hur
hes and 
on
ert halls all around the Cze
h Republi
. In 2005 the 
hoir 
ompleted asu

essful 
on
ert tour of the USA.3Children traditional ensemble Ros�enka: (
imbalom musi
 with folk dan
ers) has been established in 1982. The repertory
omes out of the nursery rhymes, games, songs and dan
es from Moravian areas Dol�n�a
ko (near Uhersk�e Hradi�st�e) and Slov�a
ko.The original group of 35 members has spread to 130 
hildren and young people at the age of 5 to 25 years. They are divided tothe six independent groups and two folk musi
 ensembles. At the present time Ros�enka de
orates most of the prestigious folk andother 
ultural events and belongs to the absolute top of folk ensembles in the Cze
h Republi
. This is proved by many prizes fromboth inland and foreign festivals. 18



4.4 Con
ertThe Con
ert of Prague Philharmonia4 was performed on Friday, August 18, 2006 in the Congress Hall of PragueCongress Centre at 6.30 p.m. The 
ost of this event was in
luded in the registration fee. Pri
e per extra ti
ketwas CZK 400 (approx. 14 EUR). The program of the 
on
ert was as follows:W.A Mozart La Clemenza di Tito (�rst performed publi
ly on September 6, 1791 in Prague.),A. Dvo�r�ak The Cze
h Suite in D Major, Op. 39J. �Saroun The Lights (�rst performed publi
ly here),W. A. Mozart Symphony in D Major, No.38, KV 504 "Prague".The genres of Prague and Cze
h lands
ape were proje
ted during the performan
e that 
ould disturb some-body of audien
e at listening and moreover, the noise of the proje
tors was too high 
lose to them in the ba
krows of the Congress Hall. Even in view of these problems the 
on
ert was appre
iated by the audien
e.4.5 Closing CeremonyThe vote on the Resolutions relating to Pluto put the Closing Ceremony and the Plenary Session II into the
enter of attention of media. About twenty TV-
rews took part in the Closing 
eremony on Thursday, August24, 14:00 17:30 in the KCP.The vo
al quartet A�etto opened the Plenary Session II by its program of mediaeval songs that took 10minutes. First the IAU Se
retary announ
ed 925 new individual members of IAU and wel
omed those presentedin the audien
e. After the report of Resolutions Committee and the ex
ellent and spe
ta
ular presentation byJ. Bell 
on
erning the new de�nition of planets in solar system, the vote for the resolutions started. The votingpro
edure adopted during the meeting was suÆ
ient in 
ase of the great majority agreed or disagreed but in
ase of the equilibrium of the positive and negative votes appeared the problem with 
omputing the votes inthe large hall. The possibility of hiring out a voting ma
hine was dis
ussed by NOC/LOC but the pri
e wastoo high and the pro
edure was set up to the a

lamation with the yellow voting 
ards whi
h only the IAUmembers obtained at the entran
es to the Congress Hall.The LOC was asked for providing an e�e
tive means of respe
tful s
rolling through 173 names of membersde
eased sin
e the previous GA. Then the new membership in the exe
utive bodies of IAU were introdu
ed. Asexpe
ted, Catherine Cesarsky was ele
ted as the IAU President for the period 2006-2009. The President-Ele
tis Robert S. Williams. Brazilian organizers of the next GA27 presented the venue, and Beijing was announ
edfor the 2012 GA (August 12-25).4.6 Farewell Re
eptionOn Wednesday, August 23 the parti
ipants were invited to the Industrial Pala
e, where the Farewell Re
eptionwas held. The pala
e, built in 1891 in late 19th-
entury de
orative style, is lo
ated in a northern part of the
ity, in the area of Prague Exhibition Grounds.The whole program evoked the period between two world wars by the properties as old 
ars, musi
 and
lothing of the hostesses. The swing band5 together with the Master of Ceremonies (Ond�rej Havelka) put theguests into the whirl of dan
e so that the 
oor was not suÆ
ient for the dan
ing 
ouples. The evening was4The Prague Philharmonia was founded in 1994. Its fundamental instrumentation is based on the Viennese 
lassi
al or
hestra,whi
h 
an be augmented and altered a

ording to the repertoire needs. The or
hestra's repertoire fo
uses on masterpie
es of theClassi
al and Romanti
 periods as well as musi
 of the twentieth 
entury, in
luding works by negle
ted 
omposers, rarely-playedpie
es, and new works by 
ontemporary 
omposers. From the outset, the Prague Philharmonia's Chief Condu
tor has been itsfounder Ji�r�� B�elohl�avek. From 2005/06 season a position of Chief Condu
tor was overtaken by Kaspar Zehnder. The PraguePhilharmonia 
ontinues to 
ollaborate with Prin
ipal Guest Condu
tor Mi
hel Swier
zewski and young Cze
h 
ondu
tor JakubHru�sa. In April 2005, the Prague Philharmonia was a partner to Lu
iano Pavarotti on his farewell 
on
ert in Prague.5Havelka Sisters & Havelka Sisters Band is an ensemble of twelve enthusiasti
 musi
ians who have all su

umbed to early swings.For many years, they have been walking their audien
es through the period between the wars, a period �lled with rhythm, dan
e,inspiration, pure ideals, and romanti
 loves and dreams. The ensemble is 
omposed of a ladies' vo
al quartet and an eight-memberor
hestra: piano, tenor saxophone, alt saxophone, trumpet, violinophone, guitar, per
ussion, and bass.19




losed by the water and light show on Smetana's musi
 at the K�ri�z��k's Fountain beside of the Industrial Pala
e.The show took 50 minutes and �nished just before 1 a.m. Probably it was too late for most of guests be
auseonly less than 100 viewers remained to the end of the show. Hot, 
old bu�et and drinks were available.During 2005 NOC/LOC still hoped that it will be possible to o�er the Farewell Re
eption free of 
harge.In this 
ase we expe
ted about 1500 guests. Early, in 2006 when the appli
ation for support at the Ministry ofEdu
ation failed, we 
on
luded that the budget does not allow free of 
harge a

ess. We started a dis
ussionon the pri
e per ti
ket and also on the number of attendees, whi
h probably would redu
e if we in
lude any
harge. As a result we expe
ted 1/2, e.g. 750 attendees, and we set the pri
e to 30 EUR per person, whi
hwas about one half of the real pri
e. The on-line registration for this event was open at the GA web page atOn-Line So
ial & Tourist Program Form.As a �nal result 422 ti
kets have been sold, and 135 persons were invited free of 
harge (SOC's members,LOC/NOC members, EC IAU, et
.).4.7 Audio-Visual Fa
ilitiesAt the very beginning of the GA preparation the LOC dis
ussed what kind of audiovisual (AV) fa
ilitieswould be required by presenters. We took into 
onsideration the re
ommendation of the NOC of the 25th GAAssembly in Sydney that "for future GA meetings, full AV fa
ilities should be fa
tored into the initial planningand budgeting.\ It has been de
ided to support not only the Mi
rosoft software (PowerPoint) but also the opensour
e programs and other 
ommon formats of presentations (it means OpenOÆ
e, pdf, ps and html formats).We wanted to enable the presentations of the spe
ial movies and for the Ma
 users too. Therefore, the privatelaptops 
ould be hooked into all rooms equipped for data proje
tion. The supported formats and softwaretogether their versions installed to the PCs in the rooms (MS PowerPoint, OpenOÆ
e Impress, Adobe A
robatReader, Windows Media Player, Qui
kTime, Ghostview) were presented well before the beginning of the GAat the web page. A

ordingly, the general poli
y was established that full fa
ilities, in
luding transparen
yproje
tion would be provided for all Symposia, Joint Dis
ussions, Spe
ial Sessions and Invited Dis
ourses andeven for the smaller meetings, for example Commission, Division and EC meetings.The �rst 
al
ulated provision of AV fa
ilities from KCP for the IAU GA have been "astronomi
ally\ expensiveas well. The LOC thought about limiting the use of AV fa
ilities to the major meetings only. But later, aftermany hard and long negotiations between LOC (mostly Z. Tesa�rov�a and J. Palou�s) and KCP the provisionrea
hed the normal and tolerable 
ost.The LOC provided at the 3rd 
oor in KCP a "Speaker Preparation Room\ equipped with the same hardwareand software as those used in the session rooms to enable to 
he
k the presentations (and modify them) ifne
essary. For those using their own laptop, a few extra LCD displays were available to 
he
k if the video-signal output to the data proje
tor has been working 
awlessly. All parti
ipants obtained the "Instru
tionfor Speakers\ whi
h were in
luded in the Conferen
e Kit. All speakers were strongly advised to report to theSpeaker Preparation Room well before (3-4 hours in minimum) their talk.It should be noted that the AV fa
ilities and presentation support, in 
onjun
tion with support of sta� inthe Speaker Preparation Room and in the session rooms, were outstanding. Many speakers praised the highquality of the fa
ilities and the absen
e of presentation disruptions.4.8 PostersIn the initial planning, all posters were to be lo
ated in the Terra
e I, Terra
e II and in the part of CongressHall Foyer(2nd 
oor). The planned use of these areas was based on a maximum of about 800 posters displayedat any one time, with a poster 
hangeover during the weekend within the GA period. However, the NOC hadagreed to display all posters approved by meeting SOCs, and the �nal number of requested poster rea
hed1,550. At the beginning of July, the large dis
repan
y appeared between requests for poster allo
ations duringthe �rst and se
ond week of the GA. In view of this, the LOC de
ided to 
reate more spa
e for the parti
ipantsby ex
hanging the Congress Hall Foyer with the South Hall (3rd 
oor). Thanks to the negotiations with the20



KCP, no additional 
osts were 
harged. The posters have been allo
ated with the aim that the posters of 
ertainevent should be lo
ated together, and that the poster area and the session room of an event should be as 
loseas possible.There was a total of 1070 poster boards with a portrait format of an e�e
tive area 97 
m (width) x 180 
m(height). This e�e
tive area was 
overed by a 
arpet-like surfa
e and the posters were �xed only with pins. Theposter boards were almost fully o

upied during the �rst week and half o

upied during the se
ond week.4.9 GA NewspaperEvery workday a newspaper Dissertatio 
um Nun
io Sidereo III was issued that provided a symboli
 link tothe astronomi
al past of the Cze
h Lands when Johannes Kepler published in Prague his work Dissertatio 
umNun
io Sidereo in 1610, and when the newspaper Dissertatio 
um Nun
io Sidereo II was issued during thePrague IAU General Assembly in 1967.The daily Newspaper was prepared by the editorial board 
omposed of the editor in 
hief and 8 reporters, 2te
hni
al editors, 2 
artoonists, 2 se
retaries and the language editor. Due to a large number of 
ontributions,starting from No. 7 an ele
troni
 supplement appeared on GA website. 4 numbers were 
omposed of 8 pages(format A3) and the remaining 6 numbers in
luded 4 pages (format A3) only. 3000 
opies were produ
ed withthe ex
eption of the last number, when only 2000 
opies were produ
ed. Sele
ted arti
les were translated intoCze
h and published on the website of the Cze
h Astronomi
al So
iety.4.10 Women in Astronomy MeetingThe Women in Astronomy lun
h was held on Monday 21 August from 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. The Lun
hMeeting was pre
eded by a business meeting of the IAU Working Group for Women in Astronomy. The Womenin Astronomy lun
h was attended by the 
urrent president of the IAU Ron Ekers, the in
oming PresidentCatherine Cesarsky, the �rst woman to hold this position, the General Se
retary and Vi
e-Presidents, manysenior astronomers, as well as young astronomers and students. The total number of parti
ipants was 301
oming from 49 
ountries. The geographi
al distribution was adequate, ranging from large, developed 
ountries(United States, Russian Federation, Germany, Italy, Fran
e, United Kingdom) to developing 
ountries (Armenia,Honduras, Indonesia, Iran, Ma
edonia, Philippines, Trinidad &Tobago, Viet Nam). The large majority, 92per
ent of parti
ipants, 
onsists of women. The meeting was hosted by the Working Group for Women inAstronomy and was 
haired by the 
o-
hair of this WG Anne Green.The fo
us of this meeting was on 
hanges in the status of women in astronomy sin
e the 2003 GeneralAssembly in Sydney and on formulation of strategies that will improve the environment for all astronomers.All parti
ipants re
eived a 
opy of The Baltimore Charter for Women in Astronomy.The keynote speakers were Prof. Sunetra Giridhar (Indian Institute of Astronomy, Bangalore, India) andDr. Patri
ia Knezek (WYIN Observatory, Arizona, USA). The subje
t of the meeting was Career Developmentfor Women.Sunetra Giridhar started her talk with information about women litera
y in India. It is 54.16 % and itis in
reasing (for both genders), but very di�erent in di�erent parts on India. The proportion of women inastronomy is in
reasing in India in the last few de
ades, also in senior positions, but only in states where thewomen litera
y in
reases (for example in Maharashtra, West Bengal). Some of Indian women in astronomy areworking abroad. There is a plan prepared by the departments of s
ien
e and Te
hnology SERC named \WomenS
ientist S
heme" three year grants for women to obtain suÆ
ient results helping them to get a good positions.Patri
ia Knezek spoke about \Women in astronomy in the AAS 
ommunity: Past + Present = Plan for theFuture". She presented various statisti
s showing the position of women in astronomy in the past and duringre
ent years. There are a lot of young women interested in astronomy during their student years (The 60%Cohort in the U.S.). If the female proportion in astronomy de
lines with age, being highest for students andsmallest in permanent positions, then the main question is: where do these women go? Why women still seemto be either slow or leave their 
areers? The �rst step is a more detailed statisti
al survey in the astronomi
al21




ommunity, although the ba
kground 
ould vary between 
ountries. The situation also varies widely frominstitution to institution. There is a substantial need to establish reliable, well understood statisti
s. As ase
ond step we need to answer the question why. The AAS/AIP is working on The Longitudinal Study ofAstronomi
al Career Path. There is not only the traditional view of su

ess, but there are another alternative
areer ways. The astronomi
al land is 
hanging now. Large 
ollaborative e�orts are in
reasing; demand foredu
ation is in
reasing as well as roles in s
ien
e and university management, publi
 outrea
h, s
ien
e poli
y,programming, instrumentation. In this way many varied �elds are opening for \
areer" in astronomy. The mainpoint is that full parti
ipation of men and women in astronomy will maximize the ex
ellen
e in the �eld.These two presentations were followed by dis
ussions in breakout groups of 10 on �ve most importantissues over lun
h: Unequal opportunity \has dis
rimination gone underground? Mentoring and self-
on�den
e"does women network work e�e
tively or are our dis
ussions supportive but not 
onstru
tive? How 
an weupwardly manage our 
areers better? Do young women astronomers need more role models? Who makes ane�e
tive mentor? Suggestions and strategies for building self-
on�den
e are women more relu
tant to promotethemselves? Ane
dotal eviden
e suggests that women base their appli
ation on past a
hievements rather thanon their potentials for a job, whi
h men do. Do you agree? Family responsibilities is there an easier time tomanage having 
hildren? What kind of provision for 
hild-
are is 
riti
al at workpla
es and 
onferen
es? After a
areer interruption, is your re-entry at a lower level, whi
h then makes the path to senior position a longer one?Sin
e women are still (generally) the primary 
aregivers, is there a greater vulnerability for resear
h disruptionand ex
lusion from time 
riti
al proje
ts? Dual 
areers equal advan
ement of two 
areers is extremely diÆ
ult.La
k of mobility often a�e
ts women more than men. How 
an we mitigate this? How 
an we en
ourage greater
onsideration of options for partners? Can we make a paradigm shift so that a non-standard 
areer path is nota disadvantage? What do re
ent statisti
s tell us? Now that the gender imbalan
e at s
hool and university haslargely disappeared, how do we ensure this translates into greater representation for women in permanent andsenior appointments, in positions that 
arry de
ision-making responsibilities and prestige?Members of these randomly 
reated table-groups 
ould ex
hange and share various points of views 
omingfrom di�erent 
ountries and various types of institutions. These dis
ussions were very interesting, deep anddetailed, and women in astronomy were very a
tive in them.Then results of these groups were reported ba
k to the plenary session at the end of meeting.The following a
tion items were submitted to the in
oming IAU Exe
utive: ensure adequate representationfor women in IAU bodies, on S
ien
e Organizing Committees and as invited speakers for Symposia, make theprovision of 
hild
are at meetings, either supplied or paid for, a priority. By the way, this General Assembly ofthe IAU has started a new era with the �rst woman ele
ted for the IAU president Catherine Cesarsky. It wasalso mentioned that the IAU gender statisti
s gives an in
omplete pi
ture be
ause younger astronomers, bothmen and women, are not usually members of the IAU.This Women in Astronomy meeting was an ex
ellent opportunity to ex
hange ideas and experien
e. Orga-nizers hope to prepare su
h meeting again for the next GA IAU in Rio de Janeiro in 2009 and next su
h meetingwould be very helpful to improve the environment for women in astronomy.4.11 Young AstronomersThis year at General Assembly of IAU two new initiatives for young astronomers were established. They arethe lun
h-debate or lun
h-dis
ussions and 
onsulting servi
e. The purpose of these events is to mediate 
onta
tbetween young astronomers and experien
ed astronomers from various 
ountries and institutions like ESA,NASA, ESO, et
.The lun
h-dis
ussions took pla
e last Tuesday. It was organized as a bu�et with dis
ussions of youngastronomers with the guest astronomers at the round tables. There were 20 round tables with 11 parti
ipants| 9 of whom were young astronomers and 2 were guest astronomers. At the round tables 2 to 3 themes weredis
ussed. They were 
hosen a

ording to suggestions and votes of young astronomers through web interfa
ebefore the General Assembly started. The themes tou
hed three main areas | one being about institutionslike ESA, NASA and possibilities for young astronomers, se
ond were CV, appli
ations for postdo
s and job22



opportunities and the third one was 
on
erning the job of the s
ientist, e.g. how one 
an 
ope with so manypapers published ea
h day. At this event there were about 180 young astronomers and 41 guest astronomers.As far as we have some feedba
k from 
onversations with parti
ipants it was quite su

essful. The assessmentquestionnaires were �lled in by parti
ipants at the end of the lun
h-dis
ussions but we have not yet �nishedtheir evaluation. Out of these questionnaires we will make a draw and one of the parti
ipants will get freeadmission to the next General Assembly in three years in Rio de Janiero (given to her or him by IAU).The other event, the 
onsulting servi
e, is taking pla
e during the whole General Assembly. It's purpose isto mediate one-to-one dis
ussions between the young astronomer and the 
onsultant. We have 82 
onsultantsnow who are ready to help young astronomers. They registered as 
onsultants before the General Assemblystarted either through web interfa
e or by mail. It is still possible to do it now. Several dis
ussions betweenyoung astronomers and 
onsultants have already taken pla
e. At the end of the General Assembly we againwill produ
e an assessment questionary in the form of the web page so that we have feedba
k on how su

essfulthis initiative was.5 Additional Fun
tions5.1 Internet Room and Internet A

essWhen planning the 
on
ept of the Internet Room and the Internet a

ess for parti
ipants in general, LOC hadto estimate the number of PC stations and free 
onne
tion points that would be suÆ
ient on one hand and notvery 
ostly on the other. Sin
e the rental pri
e of a 
omputer o�ered by KCP ex
eeded the pri
e of a new PCon the market, we were hinted either to buy some brand new 
omputers or to sear
h for sponsors. In spring2006, we were 
onta
ted by the managing dire
tor of 'AUROTON Computer', the amateur astronomer, whoo�ered us 15 equipped PCs and one printer free of 
harge. The AUROTON be
ame an oÆ
ial sponsor to GAin this way. Moreover, LOC managed to negotiate a free wireless a

ess with T-Mobile CZ for 500 simultaneous
onne
tions to be available a
ross the whole building. Beside the 15 workstations in the Internet Room, we alsode
ided to prepare 30 seats with just network 
ables and power outlets for users with laptops and additional 20seats with only power outlets for wireless 
apable laptops.The LOC be
ame nervous on August 10, three days before the beginning of GA, as the news on the revealedterror plot at Heathrow and Gatwi
k airports in England appeared. Besides numerous 
an
ellations (about 20parti
ipants gave the reason of the 
an
ellation the terror plot), rumor had it that the 
ight passengers are notallowed to take their laptops into the plane, even that the USB Flash drives have been forbidden. As a rea
tion,�ve more workstations have been hired from a lo
al 
omputer supplier (130EUR per PC) and 50 
heap USBFlash drives have been bought (only 10 have been demanded by parti
ipants later).The Internet Room performed extremely su

essfully and was used intensively by the parti
ipants. Althoughfrom time to time there was a queue for the PCs (espe
ially after lun
h), it was rarely more than ten peoplelong.Computers in the Internet Room were 
onne
ted to the 100Mbps network with low-priority pa
ket handling,so that it did not blo
k more important s
ienti�
 appli
ations in the periods of high network load. This ex
ellenthigh-speed 
onne
tivity was mu
h appre
iated among parti
ipants while they downloaded resour
es for theirun�nished presentations, sent digital photographs to their homes, et
. It was even possible to ba
kup a fullhard-drive for a lady who su�ered a broken laptop. All PCs were equipped with LCD s
reen, dual operatingsystem (Windows XP / SUSE Linux 10) and with the essential set of oÆ
e, network and multimedia software.Also important was the 
onstant presen
e of an attendan
e, who was ready to assist people with variousproblems. Together with the experts from the Speaker Preparation Room they managed to solve pra
ti
allyall te
hni
al diÆ
ulties that people were 
oming with. From banal stu� like 
on�guring the wireless a

ess tomore diÆ
ult like already mentioned hard-drive ba
kup from a non-working laptop.It was de
ided by LOC not to follow the feedba
k from Sydney on the provision of PC stations withoutseats to speed up the user turnover. And this de
ision turned out to be a good one. Many people 
ame with23



un�nished presentations and they spent time with a 
omputer making some �nal editing. Thus we ratherre
ommend to provide enough 
omputer 
apa
ity to serve people needs without making long queues. We thinksome 30 
omputers and 40 pla
es for people with laptops is suÆ
ient.All around the KCP building we had an open and free wireless 
onne
tion ready to serve up to 500 userssimultaneously. It was operated by T-Mobile CZ as a sponsorship. The limit of 500 users was estimated byLOC prior to the 
onferen
e and the a
tual usage of the wireless network did rea
h it only a few times. Thewireless 
onne
tion served with no problems and 18370 of individual 
onne
tions to the Internet were madethat lasted 15500 hours in total; about 250 GB of data were transmitted during the whole General Assemblyonly through wireless. This 
orresponds to approximately 1800 �fty-minute 
onne
tions ea
h day.5.2 Internet live streaming and video ar
hiveAt the beginning of 2006 the people from IVOA asked LOC for the high speed 
onne
tion in their exhibitionstand. LOC has 
onta
ted MediaStream. They provided it and as a by-produ
t of the high speed 
onne
tionthey o�ered to the LOC to prepare re
ording and the Internet live streaming (and ar
hiving) of the main eventsof the General Assembly. Live streaming during General Assembly have visited 8122 live viewers in total duringthe GA. Most viewed show was General Assembly Session 2 (�nal Planet De�nition vote) with 5056 viewers.The "Top 10" list of shows during General Assembly in order of number of views:1. Dis
ussion on the De�nition of a Planet 69432. General Assembly Session 2 (Planet De�nition vote) 61023. General Assembly Opening Ceremony 31704. Invited Dis
ourse - Jill Tarter 14835. General Assembly Closing Ceremony 7816. General Assembly Session 1 5907. Invited Dis
ourse - Alan Title 5648. Invited Dis
ourse - Shuang Nan Zhang 4399. Peter Gruber Foundation Cosmology Prize Winner Le
ture 43310. Invited Dis
ourse - Reinhard Genzel 358The video ar
hive has sustained rate of 450 views per day in the �rst month after General Assembly. Asagreed, video ar
hive will be available for at least 3 years. Based on 
urrent estimates, we predi
t to rea
h100,000 total views by the time of next General Assembly in Rio.5.3 ExhibitionStand 1 - AstroGrid the UK's Virtual Observatory SystemStand 2 - Elsevier a
ademi
 publishersStand 3 - Western Australia Radio AstronomyStand 4 - Cambridge University Press publisher of the Pro
eedings of the International Astronomi
alUnionStand 5 - Gemini ObservatoryStand 6 - Centre de Donnees astronomiques de StrasbourgStand 7 - Ameri
an Astronomi
al So
ietyStand 8 - Astronomy & Astrophysi
s - EDP S
ien
esStand 9 - 10 - International Virtual Observatory Allian
e (IVOA)Stand 11 - Spitzer S
ien
e CenterStand 12- IAU-UAIStand 13 - EOS Te
hnologies, In
.Stand 14 - National Radio Astronomi
al Observatory24
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Stand 15 - 18 - European Souther Observatory - ESOStand 19 - JZ Congressos, IAU / XXVIIth General Assembly | IAU 2009Stand 20 - Musi
 ShopStand 21 - Square Kilometre Array Proje
tStand 22 - Astronomi
al Institute, A
ademy of S
ien
es of the Cze
h Republi
Stand 23 - RadioNetStand 24 - OPTICON the OPTi
al Infrared CO-ordination Network for astronomyStand 25 - Klet' ObservatoryStand 26 - Cze
h Spa
e OÆ
e - �Cesk�a kosmi
k�a kan
el�a�r, o.p.s.Stand 27 - S
ien
e/AAASStand 28 -SpringerStand 29-30 - Bla
kwell Publishing LtdStand 31 - T-Mobile Cze
h Republi
 a.s.Stand 32- ALMA the Ata
ama Large Millimeter ArrayStand 33 - Observatories in the Cze
h Republi
 - Cze
h Astronomi
al So
ietyStand 34 - A
ademia , publishing house of the A
ademy of S
ien
es of the Cze
h Republi
.5.4 Tour ProgramsThe tour program was planned and managed by CBT. Tour booking forms were provided on the GA website.Tours 
ould also be booked during GA in the Re
eption Area. The list of the tours with the number ofparti
ipants follows:Grand City Tour with Visit to Prague Castle 329Prague Boat Trip with Dinner/Lun
h & Musi
 252A Cosmi
 Celebration of Cze
h Beer, Brewery U Flek�u 141�Cesk�y �Sternberk and Ceasar Bohemia Glass Fa
tory 59Jewish Ghetto and Old Town Square 56Trip to Castle Karl�stejn & Ni�zbor Glass Fa
tory 82Trip to Konopi�st�e Chateau 88Trip to Koko�r��n Castle 39Trip to K�rivokl�at Castle 10Medieval Town of Kutn�a Hora 133Trip to M�eln��k Chateau with Wine Tasting 40Lesser Town & Charles Bridge, Old Town 36Ex
ursion to Ond�rejov Astronomi
al Observatory 152Pala
es and Gardens in the Lesser Town 74Visit to the Pilsner Urquell Brewery & Kozel Chateau 16West Bohemian Spas 79Trip to Ben�atky nad Jizerou (Ty
ho's Observatory) 23Extra tours through Astronomi
al Prague - organized by Mrs. A. �Sol
ov�a 72Total: 22 events 21085.5 Asso
iated EventsA

ompanying events not 
overed by Conferen
e Budget / or partly.26



EC 81 Meeting 13/08 09:00 A
ademy of S
ien
es 35Dinner at Vila Lanna 14/08 20:00 Vila Lanna 40Young Astronomers Meeting 15/08 11:00 Small Hall 200Peter Gruber Foundation - Gala Dinner 15/08 20:00 Stone Bell House 60Re
eption by Lord Mayor of Prague 15/08 18:30 Old Town Hall 120EAS Meeting 17/08 16:00 Meeting Room 1.2EDP S
ien
es 17/08 16:00 Chamber Hall 500USNA Re
eption 17/08 20:00 Pal�y Pala
e, Lesser Town 125IUCAF: RAS Club Dinner 20/08 19:00 Restaurant Zvoni
e 20{30ESO: ALMA Meeting 21/08 09:00 Dressing Room 225Women in Astronomy Meeting 21/08 11:00 Room 2.1. 5012:30 Small Hall 300EAS General Assembly 21/08 14:00 Club CESA: GAIA Meeting 21/08 15:30 Chamber HallFarewell Re
eption 23/08 20:00 Industrial Pala
e 560EC 82 Meeting 25/08 09:00 Meeting Hall II 35Inter-Union Commission for the History of Astronomy (ICHA) organized the Colloquium "Astron-omy in Prague in the Mirror of Centuries" on the history of astronomy in and around Prague. This supplemen-tary program to IAU GA 2006 was organized during the weekend August 19 { 20 and 
onsisted in followingevents. Number of parti
ipants is given in parentheses:1. Review on Prague astronomi
al monuments (150),2. Walk through Astronomi
al Prague { Old Town (160),3. Dis
ussion, Walk through Astronomi
al Prague { Lesser Town (68)4. One-day bus trip "Astronomy in East-Bohemia" to visit the towns Jarom�e�r-Josefov, �Zamberk and Litomy�slin tra
es of astronomers Wilhelm von Biela, Theodor Brorsen, August Seydler and Zden�ek Kopal (50)6 Publi
ityThe introdu
tory Press Conferen
e for Cze
h journalists took pla
e in the building of the A
ademy of S
ien
esin Prague, before the opening of the General Assembly, on August 10. Daily press 
onferen
es took pla
eduring the meetings, dire
tly in the Congress Center, in whi
h both oÆ
ers of the IAU and important worldastronomers parti
ipated. The General Assembly was mostly 
overed by the stations of the Cze
h Radio(Radio�zurn�al, Praha, Vltava, Leonardo, �CRo 6), but also by the Cze
h press and Cze
h TV whi
h providedservi
e to many TV 
ompanies in abroad. There were 125 domesti
 and 70 international journalists and pressagen
ies a

redited. The eye-witnesses of IAU General Assemblies agreed that this Prague General Assemblyhad the highest publi
ity in the history.More information is in the report 'The publi
 
ommuni
ation at the IAU GA 2006' by Christensen et al.(2006).7 Experien
e gathered from 26th GA IAU in PragueOver 7 years pre
eding 26th GA IAU, during its realization, and during the post-GA period until Mar
h 2007,the organizers gathered a lot of spe
ial experien
e. Here, we try to review it for the use of the next GA IAUorganizers.
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7.1 Work load by the individual NOC/LOC membersWork load on the 26th GA organizers was 
onstantly growing and di�ered dramati
ally if we 
ompare individualNOC/LOC members. In the 
ase of NOC 
hair and vi
e-
hair persons, the work load was 
onstantly growingfrom 10% of the overall working time in 2001 through 50% in the spring of 2005 to 100% sin
e the beginning of2006. The work load of other NOC members was kept below 10% over all the years. Sin
e O
tober 2004, whenthe LOC was established, a similar situation was developed: the LOC 
hair-person started at the level 10% inO
tober 2004, whi
h in
reased to 50% in the spring of 2005 up to 100% sin
e the beginning of 2006. Here, wedo not evaluate the work load of the professional 
ongress organizers CBT and ICARIS.7.2 Time line of organizational steps� De
ember 1999 - letter of intent sent to GS IAU;� June 2000 - a 
omplete proposal in
luding venue and budget issued;� August 2000 - de
ision of the EC on the 26th GA;� January 2001 - NOC 
hair and vi
e-
hair ele
ted by National Committee on Astronomy (NKA);� Mar
h 2001 - 
omplete NOC appointed by NKA;� May 2001 - professional 
onferen
e organizer CBT and sub-provider ICARIS sele
ted;� July 2001 - preliminary reservation of the Prague Congress Center for the �xed dates August 14 - 25, 2006issued;� November 2001 - visit of GS and AGS in Prague;� February 2002 - a system of 
ontra
ts between Astronomi
al Institute ASCR - CBT - ICARIS developed.The 
ontra
t with ICARIS was signed later, after �xing the pro�t of the ICARIS, who was relu
tant tosign before it;� O
tober 2002 - de�nitive 
ontra
t on reservation of the Prague Congress Center and other servi
es signed,only two thirds of the �nally used 
apa
ity were 
ontra
ted at that time;� De
ember 2002 - Logo of the 26th GA IAU developed;� January 2003 - First announ
ement lea
et produ
ed;� February 2003 - website www.astronomy2006.
om opened, it has been upgraded up to 2006;� Mar
h 2003 - the poem \... are there frogs there too" by Jan Neruda was translated into Cze
h andprinted as a part of GA promotion;� April 2003 - a 31 min. movie on \Astronomy in the Cze
h Republi
" produ
ed. It was evaluated as thebest movie with the s
ienti�
 subje
ts produ
ed in 2003 in the Cze
h Republi
 and later it was shown inthe Cze
h TV 
hannel 1.� July 2003 - 25th GA in Sydney: stand in the exhibition area was established, where the First announ
e-ment, \... are there frogs there too", movie on the Cze
h astronomy and other materials were distributed.At the 
losing 
eremony Jan Palou�s invited 25th GA parti
ipants to the next GA in Prague.� Mar
h 2004 - visit of the IAU Exe
utive in the Prague Congress Center;� O
tober 2004 - LOC established; 28



� Mar
h 2005 - appli
ation for the �nan
ial support at the level 10 MCZK from the government of the Cze
hRepubli
 issued;� April 2005 - EC de
ided on the general framework of the GA program, registration fee �xed in CZK;� November 2005 - on-line registration opened. In the 
ase of the positive result of the governmental grantwe were ready to de
rease the fee and return a part to those who did pay early;� February 2006 - governmental grant fails, �nal reservation of almost 
omplete 
apa
ity of the PragueCongress Center (one third more with respe
t to the �rst 
ontra
t of O
tober 2002);� April 2006 - IAU grants distributed;� 31st May 2006 - early registration �nishes. It was postponed from 15th April 2006;� 26th June 2006 - deadline for sending abstra
ts;� 15th July 2006 - deadline for SOC 
hairs to deliver the detailed program of their events for the ProgramBook.� 7th August 2006 - deadline of the on-line registration;� 12th August 2006 - on-site registration opens;� 14th to 25th August 2006 - 26th GA IAU;� 25th November 2006 - deadline for pro
eedings of the Symposia and other events;� February 2007 - draft report on the 26th GA IAU sent to GS, �nal 23th meeting of the NOC/LOC;� Mar
h 2007 - �nan
ial audit performed, �nal version of the 26th GA IAU report produ
ed.7.3 Lessons learned from 26th GA IAU7.3.1 Sele
tion of the s
ienti�
 programThe most important step in the preparation of the GA is the sele
tion of the framework for the s
ienti�
program by the EC. Obviously, it depends on the proposals and previous interest and trust of the astronomi
al
ommunity to the importan
e of the GA. The s
reening of the proposals, 
riti
al review and the �nal 
hoi
e areextremely important. It should be s
ienti�
ally a
tual and interesting involving the �rst 
lass key-note speakers.We do 
onsider 18 months before GA as suÆ
ient for preparation of detailed programs of individual eventsbased on sele
ted good proposals. Very important is the sele
tion and early invitation of top-
lass key-notespeakers. It should be done well in advan
e, about 12 months before GA, otherwise they are booked for other
onferen
es. All the invitations should be done before the end of the year pre
eding the GA. It is also a deli
ateastro-politi
al item, sin
e if you miss to invite someone, who 
onsiders himself as a key-person, he probablywould not 
ome to GA at all. Another part of this experien
e is that only about 50% of the invited speakers,who did promise to 
ome, will really show up at the 
onferen
e. Therefore, we strongly re
ommend to 
onstru
ta suÆ
iently long reserve list.7.3.2 Sele
tion of a professional 
onferen
e providerSele
tion of a proper professional 
onferen
e provider is 
ru
ial for the su

ess of the GA. The de
ision should betaken well in advan
e (more than 5 years before GA in our 
ase). Our 
hoi
e of the CBT agen
y was extremelysu

essful. 29



7.3.3 Parti
ipantsIt should be a broad audien
e from di�erent 
ountries. It depends on their �nan
es and on the distribution ofIAU and other grants. A 
ontroversial situation is that allo
ation of travel money frequently depends on thefa
t if a 
ontribution is a

epted as oral. In many 
ases it 
ould not have been done before 26th June 2006,when was the deadline for abstra
t submission. But this was too late for money allo
ation from a potentialinstitution. Another obje
tion was that there were too few holes in the program left at the date of the abstra
tsubmission deadline. But from the perspe
tive of the organizers it is impossible to leave the program more openuntil one month before the GA. From the point of view of the budget it would be 
onvenient to 
oin
ide theearly registration and abstra
ts approval. Many submitters made registration after the abstra
t approval butit was after the end of "early registration". We had to solve many ex
eptions from the late registration.7.3.4 Level of the Registration FeeWe do understand that 550 EUR, whi
h 
orresponds to the a
tual expense a two weeks 
onferen
e in Praguewith 2500 parti
ipants, is rather high for many, parti
ularly for the young, astronomers. In our opinion, theonly way how to surpass this problem is to have at least one major sponsor, who would be able to 
over 1/4 -1/3 of the total expense. Unfortunately, our appli
ation to the government of the Cze
h Republi
 failed.7.3.5 Registration DatabaseWe do re
ommend to have one universal database with a 
omplete information on registration, abstra
t sub-mission, grant allo
ation, payments done. It 
ould also in
lude the information on a

ommodation and otherevents. The separation of the d-base with abstra
ts at Oxford Abstra
t resulted in an extremely un
omfortablesituation. Another 
ompli
ation is with the potential parti
ipants, non-members of the IAU. The 
he
kingpro
ess is in some 
ase very slow. We do re
ommend to abandon this regulation and open GA and its s
ienti�
events to all interested individuals. The only rule should be the s
ienti�
 expertize. On the top of it, theorganizers should have the a

ess to the IAU membership d-base. The CBT o�ered the whole sofware solutionfor registration, abstra
ts, a

ommodation, a

ompanying program "in one" to IAU in De
ember 2006. Were
ommend the IAU EC to 
onsider this o�er seriously sin
e we think it would be a waste of work to beginnfrom s
rat
h every GA IAU.7.3.6 Rooms and equipmentIt is ne
essary to make reservation of suÆ
ient number of meeting rooms in time, at the beginning of the GApreparation. Many of request for organizing the 'fringe', small meetings appeared just before or even duringthe GA. The request for additional room for the very a
tive and su

esfull Press Center also appeared ratherlate from our point of view. The next GA organizer should allo
ate at least 3-4 rooms for the Press Center (e.g.Press Room, Press Interview Room and Press Conferen
e Room). With respe
t to the planning it is alwaysbetter to 
an
el rooms than to add more of them later.It is ne
essary to 
onsider the gradual improvement of the te
hnology and 
onne
tivity of parti
ipants. Thenext GA should be equipped with the hi-speed internet and wireless 
onne
tion. The level of the audio-visualequipment of the session rooms should be as high as possible. Also the video re
ording and web-streaming ofthe sessions met with the lively response. These items are rather expensive and it is ne
essary to take theminto a

ount in time.
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8 Registration Statisti
s
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200620058.1 Final Attendan
e Information8.1.1 Overall informationOverall Attendan
e/Early 2412/2050IAU Members 1113Invited Parti
ipants 1299Registered Guests > 11years old 172Children (11 & under: free) 36Students 540Seniors 115Tea
hers 148.1.2 Top 10 
ountries out of 72 in total1. USA 5472. Germany 1883. Japan 1694. Fran
e 1505. United Kingdom 1406. Italy 1217. Cze
h Republi
 1198. Netherlands 899. Russian Federation 8810. Spain 72 31



8.2 A
knowledgementsNOC needs to a
knowledge an ex
ellent 
ooperation with GS IAU Oddbj�rn Engvold, whi
h was both intensiveand e�e
tive, in the �nal period on almost daily basis. An important 
ollaboration with the IAU se
retariat wasalso helpful, parti
ularly we appre
iate the advi
e and help by Monique Orine. NOC/LOC would like to expressspe
ial thanks to brothers David & Mi
hal Bursa and to the 
ompany MediaStream for substantial help withInternet implementation in the KCP. This report would not be 
omplete without an a
knowledgement of theimportant role played by CBT in the su

ess of the GA, whi
h was visible in all GA fun
tions in
luding registra-tion, a

ommodation, negotiations with KCP, management of the exhibition, et
. Parti
ularly the 
ooperationwith CBT representatives Zuzana Tesa�rov�a, Zina Pe
kov�a and Monika �Senderov�a should be appre
iated.
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9 List of all 72 
ountries whi
h the GA26 parti
ipants 
ame fromArgentina 17Armenia 2Australia 60Austria 20Azerbaijan 1Belgium 28Brazil 43Bulgaria 1Canada 45Chile 19China Nanjing 60China Taipei 14Colombia 1Croatia 3Cuba 2Cze
h Republi
 118Denmark 14Egypt 2Estonia 6Finland 15Fran
e 150Germany 188Gree
e 16Honduras 1Hungary 16India 23Indonesia 4Iran 3Iraq 1Ireland 5Israel 10Italy 121Japan 169Kazakhstan 1Kenya 1Korea, RP (South Korea) 39Latvia 4Lithuania 2Ma
edonia 2Mexi
o 33Mongolia 1Moro

o 2Nepal 1Netherlands 89New Zealand 9Norway 5Peru 2Philippines 1Poland 26Portugal 8Romania 5Russian Federation 88Saudi Arabia 1Serbia 18Slovakia 6Slovenia 2South Afri
a 21Spain 72Sweden 22Switzerland 25Tajikistan 1Thailand 3Trinidad & Tobago 1Turkey 7Ukraine 31United Kingdom 140Uruguay 2USA 547Uzbekistan 3Vati
an City State 4Venezuela 6Viet Nam 2
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10 List of Parti
ipants(those who passed the registration desk)Mi
hael A'Hearn, University of Maryland, College Park, USA ma�astro.umd.eduRabab Abdel Hamid, National Resear
h Institute of Astronomy and Geophysi
s, Cairo, Egypt hhrabab�yahoo.
omShinsuke Abe, Kobe University, Kobe, Japan avell�kobe-u.a
.jpPavel Abolmasov, Spe
ial Astrophysi
al Observatory, Mos
ow, Russian Federation pasha�sao.ruRoberto Abraham, University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada abraham�astro.utoronto.
aMarek Abramowi
z, G�oteborg University, G�oteborg, Sweden marek�fy.
halmers.seHelmut Abt, NOAO, Tu
son, USA abt�noao.eduJayanta A
harya, Mahendra Sanskrit University, Kathmandu, Nepal jayantaa
harya�gmail.
omMark Adams, NRAO, Charlottesville, USA mtadams�nrao.eduConny Aerts, Instituut voor Sterrenkunde, Leuven, Belgium 
onny�ster.kuleuven.beAlfonso Aguerri, Instituto de Astro�si
a de Canarias, La Laguna, Spain jalfonso�ia
.esAmir Ahmad, Armagh Observatory, Armagh, United Kingdom amir�star.arm.a
.ukBobomurat Ahmedov, Ulugh Beg Astronomi
al Institute, Tashkent, Uzbekistan ahmedov�astrin.uzs
i.netAndrea Ahumada, Obs. Astronomomi
o, Univ. Na
. Cordoba, Cordoba, Argentina andrea�oa
.un
or.eduKaare Aksnes, University of Oslo, Oslo, Norway kaare.aksnes�astro.uio.noJuan Fa
undo Alba
ete Colombo, Osservatorio Astronomi
o di Palermo, Palermo, Italy fa
undo�astropa.unipa.itSantiago Al
obe, UPC, Bar
elona, Spain santiago�al
obe.netConel Alexander, Carnegie Institution of Washington, Washington, USA alexande�dtm.
iw.eduMohsen Alizadeh, Astrophysi
s Goettingen, goettingen, Germany alizadeh�astro.physik.uni-goettingen.deFran
e Allard, Centre de Re
her
he Astronomique de Lyon, Lyon, Fran
e fallard�ens-lyon.frNi
ole Allard, Institut d'Astrophysique de Paris, Paris, Fran
e nallard�iap.frChristine Allen, Instituto de Astronomia, UNAM, Mexi
o City, Mexi
o 
hris�astros
u.unam.mxCarroll Alley, University of Maryland, Silver Spring, USA 
oalley�physi
s.umd.eduMehmet Ali Alpar, Saban
i University, Istanbul, Turkey alpar�saban
iuniv.eduAthem Alsabti, University College London, London NW7 2QS, Iraq a.alsabti�u
l.a
.ukSaad Alshehri, Institute of Astronomi
al & Geophysi
al Resear
h, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia salshehri�ka
st.edu.saOs
ar Alvarez Pomares, Ministry of S
ien
e Te
hnology and Enviroment, La Habana, Cuba os
ar�
itma.
uJoao Alves, Calar Alto Observatory - Centro Astronomi
o Hispano Aleman, Almeria, Spain jalves�
aha.esPedro J. Amado, Univ. Granada-IAA(CSIC), Granada, Spain pja�iaa.esSa
hiko Amari, Washington University, St. Louis, USA sa�wuphys.wustl.eduPavel Ambroz, Astronomi
al Institute ASCR, Ondrejov, Cze
h Republi
 pambroz�asu.
as.
zEduardo Amores, IAG/Universitat de Bar
elona/IEEC, Bar
elona, Spain amores�astro.iag.usp.brRi
ardo O. Amor��n, Instituto Astro�si
o de Canarias, La Laguna, Spain ri
ardo.amorin�ia
.esPhilippe Amram, Laboratoire d'astrophysique de Marseille, Marseille, Fran
e philippe.amram�oamp.frAn ja C. Andersen, Niels Bohr Institute, Copenhagen University, Copenhagen, Denmark anja�dark-
osmology.dkJohannes Andersen, Nordi
 Opti
al Teles
ope, Copenhagen, Denmark ja�astro.ku.dkMi
hael Andersen, Astrophysikalis
hes Institut Potsdam, Potsdam, Germany mandersen�aip.dePhilippe Andr�e, CEA Sa
lay, Gif-sur-Yvette, Fran
e pandre�
ea.frAlexandre Humberto Andrei, Observat�orio do Valongo/UFRJ, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil oat1�on.brOlga Andryeyeva, Crimean astrophysi
al observatory, Nau
hny, Ukraine andre eva�mail.ruD��az Angeles I., Universidad Aut�onoma de Madrid, Madrid, Spain angeles.diaz�uam.esLu
a Angeretti, INAF - Osservatorio Astronomi
o di Bologna, Bologna, Italy lu
a.angeretti�bo.astro.itGuillem Anglada-Es
ude, University of Bar
elona, Bar
elona, Spain anglada�am.ub.esHong Bae Ann, Pusan National University, Busan, Korea, RP hbann�pusan.a
.krFran
es
a Annibali, Spa
e Teles
ope S
ien
e Institute, Baltimore, USA annibali�sts
i.eduAntonios Antoniou, University of Athens, Fa
ulty of Physi
s, Athens, Gree
e ananton�phys.uoa.grGordana Apostolovska, University "Kiril i Metodij", Skopje, Ma
edonia gordanaa�iunona.pmf.ukim.edu.mkPhilip Appleton, California Institute of Te
hnology, Pasadena, USA apple�ipa
.
alte
h.eduAlfonso Aragon-Salaman
a, University of Nottingham, Nottingham, United Kingdom Alfonso.Aragon�Nottingham.a
.ukEva Arazimov�a, Cze
h Republi
 eva.arazimova�volny.
zBojan Arbutina, Astronomi
al Observatory, Belgrade, Serbia barbutina�aob.bg.a
.yuBrent Ar
hinal, U. S. Geologi
al Survey, Flagsta�, USA bar
hinal�usgs.govArnold Ardenne, van, ASTRON, Dwingeloo, Netherlands brink�astron.nlSerena Emily Arena, University of Milano, Varese, Italy Serena.Arena�unimi.itFr�ed�eri
 Arenou, Observatoire de Paris/CNRS, Meudon Cedex, Fran
e frederi
.Arenou�obspm.frPatri
ia Arevalo, Southampton University, Southampton, United Kingdom patri
ia�astro.soton.a
.ukGonzalo Argandona, ESO, Santiago, Chile gargando�eso.orgRobert Argyle, Institute of Astronomy, Cambridge, United Kingdom rwa�ast.
am.a
.ukElisa Feli
itas Arias, Bureau International des Poids et Mesures, S�evres, Fran
e farias�bipm.orgJean-Eudes Arlot, IMCCE/CNRS, Paris, Fran
e arlot�im

e.frKeith Arnaud, Goddard Spa
e Flight Center, Greenbelt, USA kaa�milkyway.gsf
.nasa.govDavid Arnett, Steward Observatory, Tu
son, USA darnett�as.arizona.eduJonathan Arons, University of California, Berkeley, USA arons�berkeley.eduOs
ar Arratia, University of Valladolid, Valladolid, Spain meusan�eis.uva.esChristophe Arviset, ESA-ESAC, Madrid, Spain Christophe.Arviset�esa.intAyumi Asai, Nobeyama Solar Radio Observatory, Nagano, Japan asai�nro.nao.a
.jpNaoki Asai, Chiba University, Chiba, Japan asai�astro.s.
hiba-u.a
.jpNatalia Asari, Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina, Sao Jose, Brazil natalia�astro.ufs
.brJoana As
enso, Centro de Astrof��si
a da Universidade do Porto, Porto, Portugal joanasba�astro.up.ptMi
hael Ashley, University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia m.ashley�unsw.edu.auZeki Aslan, TUBITAK National Observatory, Antalya, Turkey aslan�tug.tug.tubitak.gov.trMartin Asplund, Resear
h S
hool of Astronomy and Astrophysi
s, Weston, Australia martin�mso.anu.edu.auAbdul Asvarov, Institute of Physi
s, Baku, Azerbaijan asvarov�physi
s.ab.azOlga Atana
kovi
-Vukmanovi
, Fa
ulty of Mathemati
s, University of Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia olga�matf.bg.a
.yuJason Aufdenberg, NOAO/Embry-Riddle, Tu
son, USA jasona�noao.eduKerry Azar, EOS Optroni
s GmbH, Deggendorf, Germany kerry.azar�eos-optroni
s.
omWillem Baan, ASTRON, Dwingeloo, Netherlands baan�astron.nlPulat Babadjanov, Institute of Astrophysi
s, Dushanbe, Tajikistan pb�tajik.netRafael Ba
hiller, Observatorio Astronomi
o Na
ional, Madrid, Spain r.ba
hiller�oan.esChang Hyun Baek, ARCSEC, Sejong University, Seoul, Korea RP 
hbaek�kasi.re.krMaarten Baes, Universiteit Gent, Gent, Belgium maarten.baes�ugent.beIoannis Bagetakos, University of Hertfordshire, Hat�eld, United Kingdom ioannis�star.herts.a
.ukJa
k Baggaley, University of Canterbury, Christ
hur
h, New Zealand ja
k.baggaley�
anterbury.a
.nzAlexander Bagrov, Inst. of Astronomy RAS, Mos
ow, Russian Federation abagrov�inasan.ruAndrey Bagrov, Mos
ow State University, Mos
ow, Russian Federation bagrov andrey�rambler.ruCoryn Bailer-Jones, Max-Plan
k-Institut fuer Astronomie, Heidelberg, Germany 
alj�mpia.deMark Bailey, Armagh Observatory, Armagh, United Kingdom meb�arm.a
.ukNi
holas Bailey, University of Southampton, Southampton, United Kingdom sonya�soton.a
.uk34



Katherine Bailey Mathae, National A
ademy of S
ien
es, Washington, USA kbmathae�nas.eduPaul Baki, University of Nairobi, Nairobi, Kenya pbaki�uonbi.a
.keK.S. Balasubramaniam, National Solar Observatory, Sunspot, USA bala�nso.eduLajos Gy�orgy Balazs, Konkoly Observatory, Budapest, Hungary balazs�konkoly.huYuri Balega, Spe
ial Astrophysi
al Obsevatory of RAS, Nizhnij Arkhyz, Russian Federation balega�sao.ruSallie Baliunas, Harvard-Smithsonian, Cambridge, USA baliunas�
fa.harvard.eduFernando Jesus Ballesteros, University of Valen
ia, Paterna, Spain fernando.ballesteros�uv.esJean Ballet, Servi
e d'Astrophysique, Gif sur Yvette Cedex, Fran
e jballet�
ea.frJohn Bally, University of Colorado, Boulder, USA bally�
asa.
olorado.eduWilliam Banerdt, Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Pasadena, USA bru
e.banerdt�jpl.nasa.govJohn Bangert, US Naval Observatory, Washington, USA bangert�usno.navy.milBoris Banjevi
, Institute for Informati
s and Statisti
s Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia boris.banjevi
�zis.beoland.
omAkiva Bar-nun, Tel-Aviv University, Tel-Aviv, Israel akivab�post.tau.a
.ilFabio Barazza, University of Texas at Austin, Austin, USA barazza�astro.as.utexas.eduRafael Barbabosa, Instituto de Geof��si
a, Mexi
o 
ity, Mexi
o astroangel19�yahoo.
om.mxCesare Barbieri, University of Padova, Padova, Italy 
esare.barbieri�unipd.itBeatriz Barbuy, University of Sao Paulo, Sao Paulo, Brazil barbuy�astro.iag.usp.brGraham Barnes, NorthWest Resear
h Asso
iates, Boulder, USA graham�
ora.nwra.
omUlisses Barres de Almeida, University of S~ao Paulo, S~ao Paulo, Brazil u.b.almeida�dur.a
.ukMary Barsony, Spa
e S
ien
e Institute and San Fran
is
o State University, San Fran
is
o, USA mbarsony�stars.sfsu.eduJoanna Barstow, University of Lei
ester, Lei
ester, United Kingdom mab�star.le.a
.ukMartin Barstow, University of Lei
ester, Lei
ester, United Kingdom mab�star.le.a
.ukOlga Barsunova, Main astronomi
al observatory, St. Petersburg, Russian Federation mono
eros�mail.ruMiroslav Barta, Astronomi
al Institute, ASCR, Ond�rejov, Cze
h Republi
 barta�asu.
as.
zCestmir Barta jr., BBT-Materials Pro
essing, Prague 8, Cze
h Republi
 bartabbt�atlas.
zAaron Barth, University of California, Irvine, Irvine, USA barth�u
i.eduAnna Bartkiewi
z, Torun Centre for Astronomy, Torun, Poland annan�astro.uni.torun.plCorrado Bartolini, University of Bologna, Bologna, Italy 
orrado.bartolini�unibo.itOleg Bartunov, Sternberg Astronomi
al Institute, Mos
ow University, Mos
ow, Russian Federation oleg�sai.msu.suRulee Baruah, HRH PoW Institute of Engineering and Te
hnology, Jorhat, India ruleebaruah�yahoo.
o.inM. Antonella Baru

i, Paris Observatory, Meudon, Fran
e antonella.baru

i�obspm.frJohn Baru
h, University of Bradford, Bradford, United Kingdom john�teles
ope.orgGuillaume Bas
oul, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, United Kingdom gb272�
am.a
.ukTim Bastian, NRAO, Charlottesville, USA tbastian�nrao.eduPierre Bastien, Universit�e de Montr�eal, Montreal, Canada bastien�astro.umontreal.
aAlan Batten, Dominion Astrophysi
al Observatory, Vi
toria,, Canada alan.batten�nr
.g
.
aHolger Baumgardt, University of Bonn, Bonn, Germany holger�astro.uni-bonn.deManuel Bautista, IVIC, Cara
as, Venezuela bautista�kant.ivi
.veAltan Baykal, Ankara, Turkey altan�astroa.physi
s.metu.edu.trMi
hael Bazot, University of Aarhus, Aarhus, Denmark bazoy�phys.au.dkUgo Be

iani, INAF, Catania, Italy ube�oa
t.inaf.itWerner Be
ker, Max-Plan
k Instutut f�ur extraterr. Physik, 85741 Gar
hing, Germany web�mpe.mpg.deTim Bedding, University of Sydney, Sydney, Australia bedding�Physi
s.usyd.edu.auLuigi R. Bedin, ESO - Gar
hing, Gar
hing, Germany lbedin�eso.orgAlexandre Beelen, Argelander-Institut f�ur Astronomie der Universit�at Bonn, Bonn, Germany abeelen�astro.uni-bonn.deTimothy Beers, Mi
higan State University, E. Lansing, USA beers�pa.msu.eduMit
hell Begelman, University of Colorado, Boulder, USA mit
h�jila.
olorado.eduKenji Bekki, University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia bekki�bat.phys.unsw.edu.auKevin Belka
em, Observatoire de Paris, Meudon, Fran
e kevin.belka
em�obspm.frSteven Bell, HMNAO, Did
ot, United Kingdom sab�nao.rl.a
.ukJo
elyn Bell Burnell, University of Oxford, Oxford, United Kingdom jo
elyn�astro.ox.a
.ukGaetano Belvedere, Astrophysi
al Se
tion, Catania, Italy gbelvedere�
t.astro.itAmy Bender, University of Colorado, Boulder, USA amy.bender�
olorado.eduGeorge Benedi
t, University of Texas, Austin, USA fritz�astro.as.utexas.eduElena Benevolenskaya, Stanford University, Stanford, USA elena�quake.stanford.eduLan
e Benner, Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Pasadena, USA lan
e.benner�jpl.nasa.govMi
hael Bennett, Astronomi
al So
iety of the Pa
i�
, San Fran
is
o, USA mbennett�astroso
iety.orgPiero Benvenuti, INAF, Rome, Italy piero.benvenuti�inaf.itArnold Benz, ETH Zuri
h, Zuri
h, Switzerland benz�astro.phys.ethz.
hWilly Benz, University of Bern, Bern, Switzerland wbenz�spa
e.unibe.
hSvetlana Berdyugina, Institute of Astronomy ETH Zuri
h, Zuri
h, Switzerland sveta�astro.phys.ethz.
hJa
queline Bergeron, Institut dAstrophysique de Paris, Paris, Fran
e bergeron�iap.frNils Bergvall, Uppsala Astronomi
al Observatory, Uppsala, Sweden nils.bergvall�astro.uu.seStefan Berinde, Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napo
a, Romania sberinde�math.ubb
luj.roBru
e Berriman, Calte
h, Pasadena, USA gbb�ipa
.
alte
h.eduJerome Berthier, CNRS, Paris, Fran
e berthier�im

e.frFran
es
o Bertola, University of Padova, Padova, Italy bertola�pd.astro.itEdward Beshore, University of Arizona, Tu
son, USA ebeshore�lpl.arizona.eduGregory Beskin, Spe
ial Astrophysi
al Observatory of RAS, Nizhniy Arkhyz, Russian Federation beskin�sao.ruMi
hael Bessell, ANU, Weston, Australia bessell�mso.anu.edu.auHenrik Beuther, Max-Plan
k-Institute for Astronomy, Heidelberg, Germany beuther�mpia.deWeihao Bian, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, China Nanjing whbian�njnu.edu.
nLu
iana Bian
hi, Jonhs Hopkins Univ., Baltimore, USA bian
hi�pha.jhu.eduJiri Bi
ak, Charles University, Prague, Cze
h Republi
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